
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church   1715 Grant Road   Los Altos, CA  94024 
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Sunday Worship Schedule 
9:00 AM – Service with contemporary music  |  11:00 AM – Traditional service and hymns 

Adult Education between services  |  Confirmation Class – Sundays, 5:00 p.m. (Sept. – May) 

I hope you’ll be with us that morning. And 
more significantly I hope throughout this month 
and beyond you will experience the joy and 
gratitude of being one of God’s children in a 
creation filled with wonder. 
 
Pastor David 
 

Pastor’s Message 
 
Dear People of Immanuel, 
 
Thanksgiving is not just a day we will celebrate 
later this month with our families. It is meant to 
be a way of life. Again and again the scriptures 
call people of faith to have open eyes to the 
blessings of this world, and to make giving 
thanks a part of their daily life. 
 
Needless to say that is easier said than done. 
With the pace most of us have to keep in this 
modern world, not to mention problems and 
difficult situations in our lives, being thankful 
may often be the last thing that occurs to us. 
 
To give us a hand with this, three days after 
Thanksgiving on Sunday, November 25, we'll 
gather for what you might call a Refocusing 

Thanksgiving Service. We’ll have only one 
service that morning at 10 AM, which will  
include among other things a number of 
“thanksgiving exercises” designed to help us 
practice the art of thanksgiving and celebrate 
the blessings of God’s creation. Life is filled 
with challenges, but also with much beauty and 
blessing. Do we see that? 
 

 

“Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we share the unconditional Love of Christ “Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we share the unconditional Love of Christ   

through serving our community”through serving our community”  

“God is With Us”                                                                 November 2018“God is With Us”                                                                 November 2018  

Rejoice always, pray continually,  
give thanks in all circumstances. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 



 

www.ilclosaltos.com 2 / NOVEMBER 

Stewardship 2019 
 

Our annual fall stewardship emphasis is arriving. Stewardship 
refers to the ways we give our time, talent, and financial 
resources to support the mission of God’s love in our  
congregation and world. 
 
Our theme this year is “Growing a Church.”  This theme 
illustrates how churches are a lot like plants, requiring tender 
loving care to grow. When a plant is blessed with sunshine, 
water, and good nourishing soil, it thrives. In the same way 
the good gifts we offer help our church to grow and to be a 
blessing to us and the people around us. This year’s theme 
also points us toward “Growth Giving,” an idea that invites 
Christians to find ways of steadily increasing their  
generosity and effectiveness as members of the church and 
followers of Jesus. As our giving grows, the church and its 
mission grow also.   
 

In this spirit we are challenging Immanuel’s people to grow their giving in three ways: 
1. The gift of attendance - to strengthen our church’s worship services and activities (as well as 
ourselves) through faithful, frequent participation. 
2. The gift of invitation – to intentionally invite others to church in order to encounter the Good 
News of Jesus Christ and experience this congregation’s ministry. 
3. The gift of offerings – to share our financial blessings and resources in support of Immanuel’s 
ministries, enabling new ways of growing our programs and outreach.  
 
During this year’s stewardship time starting on Sunday, October 28, we will explore this theme with 
inspiring stories and lots of helpful information. Then on Commitment Sunday, November 11, 
you will have the opportunity to offer your 2019 pledge. Enclosed is a pledge sheet and other  
informative resources. After prayerfully considering how your giving can grow in the coming year, 
bring your completed pledge in the enclosed envelope on November 11 (or on one of the following 
Sundays in November if you can’t attend on the 11th). If you prefer, you may also mail your pledge, 
or submit it through an online portal on the Immanuel website. (Just follow the instructions on 
www.ilclosaltos.com/pledge.) 
 
Your pledge is important, because a well-defined giving plan helps us to prepare boldly for new 
ministry undertakings in the coming year. How can each of us grow our generosity and service  
toward God’s mission in the year to come? 
 
Thank you for your dedicated support of Immanuel. 
 
The Stewardship Team 
Pastor David Schick 

Practicing Growth Giving  
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Some Thoughts on Stewardship 
(Shared by Lynn North in Sunday morning services on October 28) 

 
We are so blessed to have such a beautiful & fantastic church with so many close friends, as well as 
David’s inspirational messages to us each week, and Danny’s incredible youth leadership!  
 
Our theme this year is Growth Giving in 3 key areas: 
 
1. The gift of attendance: You truly make a difference when you are able to join us for worship, 

as it lifts us up with your friendship & presence; and we’re grateful when you help in any way 
you can too! In many ways we come to Immanuel to uplift our spirits with Pastor David’s  
sermon, and we stay because of the endearing friendships and special relationships here! It’s the 
best way to nourish your spirit too! 

 
2. The gift of invitation: When you invite a friend to one of our events or to worship, you  

introduce them to a life of faith and special friendships. Recently I invited two young families to 
our annual Oktoberfest. Also, as a mother and grandmother, I loved Immanuel for how my  
children benefited from our church knowing that God is always with them. Bringing friends 
makes it more fun for our children too! Think of some of your children’s friends who would 
love to enjoy our Sunday School events as well!  

• Imagine if out of fear, Jesus’ disciples did not tell his story and pass on to others. Or 
 Martin Luther did not publish the 95 theses. In the same way, our church  
 depends on us continuing the growth of sharing Immanuel by sharing the best news of all! 
 In these challenging times, inviting friends to find a place where they can grow closer to 
 God, be weekly inspired, teach their children that they are never alone, and grow in  
 friendships is a great gift! Here are some ways we can do that in the coming weeks: 

• For example, on Sunday, December 16th, we will have our annual children’s Christmas 
program with one service at 10 am. It would be awesome if you could invite your 
kids’ friends and their families, as they’ll love it. (Or invite them sooner and they can 
be in it!) 

• Also, so many families like to share Christmas worship with their children, but don’t 
know where to go. Encourage them to come to our Christmas Eve 7:30 service where 
all kids can be part of the worship and telling the Christmas story too in our Living 
Nativity in costumes, whether they want to be an angel, shepherd, or another animal!  

 
3. The gift of offerings: Your offerings and gifts of your time and talents truly make such a  

difference to enable all of our important ministries. Examples would be contributing to our new 
patio, a property improvement which will enable great gatherings and growth; or Sunday School 
programs and Youth events; or worship and music; or outreach mission events. 

 
Please plan to bring your pledge on November 11th, which is Commitment Sunday and thanks for 
your continued support of Immanuel to help us grow to share the good news! 



 “Immanuel Reads”  
Upcoming Events 
Join us and invite a friend, too! 
 
Movie Night: “Henry Poole Is Here” 

Saturday, November 10, 7:00 p.m.,  

Fireside Room 
 
“Henry Poole Is Here” is a warmhearted love 
story. Film critic, Roger Ebert, said, “Henry 
Poole Is Here” achieves something that is un-
commonly difficult. It is a spiritual movie with 
the power to emotionally touch believers, ag-
nostics and atheists…it simply says that  
belief is real.” Mark your calendar for movie 
night at Immanuel on November 10th.  It will 
begin at 7:00 p.m., in the Fireside Room with 
dessert and coffee following. 
 
 
“Immanuel Reads” Book Review  

in December 
 
“Immanuel Reads” has selected “Outrun the 
Moon” by Stacey Lee as our next book. The 
story is about a young girl determined to break 
from the poverty of Chinatown, and takes place 
before and after the 1906 earthquake. “A fantas-
tic read! Emotional, entertaining, and bewitch-
ing.”--Cynthia Kodohata, National Book Award 
winner. A potluck dinner will follow the book 
discussion; the date is yet to be decided. 
 

Sunday Services in NovemberSunday Services in NovemberSunday Services in NovemberSunday Services in November 
 

Nov. 4  Services at 9 & 11 a.m.Nov. 4  Services at 9 & 11 a.m.Nov. 4  Services at 9 & 11 a.m.Nov. 4  Services at 9 & 11 a.m.    

Nov. 11 Services at 9 & 11 a.m.Nov. 11 Services at 9 & 11 a.m.Nov. 11 Services at 9 & 11 a.m.Nov. 11 Services at 9 & 11 a.m.    

Nov. 18 Services at 9 & 11 a.m.Nov. 18 Services at 9 & 11 a.m.Nov. 18 Services at 9 & 11 a.m.Nov. 18 Services at 9 & 11 a.m.    

Nov. 25  One Service at 10 a.m.Nov. 25  One Service at 10 a.m.Nov. 25  One Service at 10 a.m.Nov. 25  One Service at 10 a.m.    

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time to turn yourTime to turn your  
  clocks back one hourclocks back one hour  
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During Sunday services on November 4th we 
will pray and remember the names of loved 
ones who have passed away.  

All Saints’ Sunday, 
November 4 

Holiday Boutique  
at Sunny View Lutheran  
Retirement Community 

Friday, November 2nd, 12-Noon to 6pm, 

and  

Saturday, November 3rd, 10am to 3pm 
 

Join the fun atmosphere 
where there will be lots of 
opportunity to do your  
holiday shopping while  
supporting Sunny View  
residents. The boutique will 

be on Friday, November 2nd, 12 Noon-6pm 
and Saturday, November 3rd, 10am-3pm. 
Sunny View is located at 22445 Cupertino Rd. 
(one block from Stevens Creek Blvd.) in  
Cupertino. A variety of vendors will be  
participating in addition to the Sunny View 
Auxiliary. 



 

Dinner on Us – Lunch for Others 
Wed., November 14, 6:00 PM 

 
We’ll have our next monthly dinner served up by the church for you 
and your friends on Wednesday, November 14 at 6:00 PM; but this 
time with a twist. In addition to eating and enjoying time with each 
other, we’re inviting all to help assemble lunches/packets for others as 
a social ministry outreach activity to people in need in our area. More 
information coming about what the church will need for the packets. 
For our dinner the main dish and beverages will be provided; bring a 
favorite side dish if you like. Come as you are to relax, enjoy a casual 
meal with us, and help provide a meal for others too! 
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Helping Families in Need 
 

We will be accepting donations of food for people who are hungry 

in our community on November 18th and 25th.  

If you would like to donate canned goods and other  

non-perishables bring them to the narthex (entry to the church.) 

Thank you! 

 
 

 
Sunday, November 11 

between the 9 & 11am services in Fellowship Hall 
 

In honor of the veterans in our congregation and all veterans,  
Immanuel’s Youth and Sunday School will be preparing and serving  

a Veterans Day brunch immediately following the 9:00 service.  



 

Upcoming Youth Events for November 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I wanted to remind everyone of our big upcoming event in November, the Youth Dinner Theater.  
This is our biggest fundraiser of the year, and we will need as many hands on deck as possible to 
help out.  A reminder that this is a readers theater, and we won’t be expecting the kids to memorize 
their lines. 
 
This coming Sunday, November 4th, we will have a meeting after confirmation at 6 pm.  We will 
assign parts for the play and begin a read through.  Those that are not in the play, we will start to 
work on the menu and get ready for serving. 
 
Sunday, November 11th, we will meet at the same time and do the same thing, getting the kids  
familiar with the script. 
 
Saturday, November 17th, we will be having the youth come at 5 pm, the actors will do a read 
through, the rest of the kids will begin setting up for the dinner theater. 
 
On Sunday, November 18th, we have the kids who are acting in the play, come at noon.  They will 
work on going through the play until they are comfortable with their parts and cues.  The kids who 
are serving and helping in the kitchen will be expected at 4 pm, to finish set up and cooking. 
 
Those that are serving should wear black pants and white shirt, or something similar. 
 
We also do a dessert auction, and ask that each family provide one dessert to auction off for the event. 
 
This is a fun time, and we always get great participation from the congregation.  We hope that you 
also will plan on showing up to support the kids. 
 
Thanks, 
Danny Dye 

YOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRY        
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Youth Dinner Theater 
Sunday, November 18,  6:00 p.m.  

 
Each year the “Dinner Theater” is a lot of fun and it is one  
of the bigger fundraisers for the youth through the year for 
their mission trips.  Your help and support is always appre-
ciated and we look forward to your support again this year. 
 
On Nov. 18th, the youth “Dinner Theater” will provide you, 
your family and your friends to a nice evening out and a tasty 
meal, complete with three courses!  The dinner is suitable for 
people of all ages.  In addition we will entertain you with a live, 
fun, and dramatic murder mystery!!   

2018 Youth 

DINNER  

THEATER 

Living Nativity 
Saturday, December 22 

 
Sr. High Night and  

Congregation Celebration 
 

Immanuel will be hosting a Living Nativity on  
Saturday, December 22.  It’s an outdoor festival 
that helps to visually demonstrate the Christmas 
Story and will include a manger scene, music, crafts for kids, food, and a petting zoo. This is a 
good way for the church to reach out to the community and to share the gift of the birth of our Lord 
and Savior.   
 
You’re invited to come and be a part of this great event! The Sr. High will perform the Nativity, and we 
will need volunteers who will bring snacks and Chili/Soup, help with crafts for the young kids, the  
petting zoo and music. Please help Immanuel spread the Good News to our community!!! 
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YOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRY        
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Beautifying/Enhancing Immanuel’s Patio 
 

As part of our effort to expand our activities and  
outreach, we are making modifications to the patio 
area. This project will effectively double the size of 
the patio space, providing a much larger and more  
functional area in which to hold gatherings, receptions, 
weddings, and meetings for youth and adults. The 
entire area will be enhanced with attractive pavers, 
beautiful landscaping, a fire pit, and additional seating. 
 
The entire cost for the project is estimated to be 
$35,000. We have received a sizable gift to help 
fund that, but other donations are needed and  
welcome. If you would like to make a donation,  
indicate on your gift that the donation is intended for the “Patio Project.” Or for electronic gifts, 
set up a one-time gift through our online giving portal designated specifically for the patio  
project. Thanks for your support for this and other current efforts to grow Immanuel’s ministry 
and outreach! 
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Council Meeting Minutes 
October 23, 2018 
 
Council Members 

Chad Stearns (President), Lynn North (Vice 

President), Tom Hampton (Treasurer), Lisa 

Paulson (Secretary), Judy Brosz, Dawn Dooley, 

Dan Johnson, Jack Knutson, Martha Lambert, 

Hannah Paulson, Jayne Riemer-Chishty, 

Jeannette Ring, Judy Schini, Rich Van Gaasbeck, 

Pastor David Schick 

 

I. Officers Report 
Pastor’s Report  

In discussion with a number of people in the 
religious communities locally. In touch with a 
couple of Pastors and small groups that might 
be looking for some space.  Early stages of the 
conversations, but looking hopeful. 
 
President’s Report  No report 
 
Vice President’s Report  No report 
 
Secretary’s Report  No report 
 
Treasurer’s Report  Report in council packet 
 

II. Old Business 
Stewardship  It is Stewardship season, the 
pledge letters were sent out today, October 23. 
The letter has been streamlined and the endow-
ment fund opportunity has been added to the 
letter. Pledge Sunday will be November 11.  
The Theme - Growth of the Church. The letter 
presented a three fold challenge 
• Gift of attendance 
• Gift of invitation 
• Gift of offerings 
Looking for people to give temple talks for the 
next three Sundays. Dawn volunteered to give 
the talk on Sunday, November 4th. 
 
Community Movie Night 
First movie was “Inside Out.”  There was low 
attendance this time.  Looking to boost promotion. 

Next Movie Night will be November 17th, the 
movie is TBD; will discuss the date with Danny 
to make sure that this is not a conflict with the 
Dinner Theatre which is the following day, 
Nov. 18. Will ask Terry Higgins to send the 
current movie list to council. 
 
Property Development 
Patio donations are at roughly $8K. Looking 
for additional support from the congregation. 
The patio was blessed during the Oktoberfest on 
October 7.   
The arbor was blessed during the Pet Blessing 
service on Sept. 30.  The arbor is in memory of 
Jerry Haag; a plaque will be installed shortly. 
Banners The council appreciates the gift from 
Terry and Junette Higgins of the banners in the 
Fireside room. 
Budget Reminder from finance for 2019 budget 
prep; committee chairs have until December 1st 
to deliver their budgets for next year. 
 
Endowment Committee Charter Amendment 
Review. Discussion will be tabled until the 
council receives the correct documents.  
Requesting that council review the documents 
before the next council meeting 
 

III. New Business 
Holiday schedule for Council Meeting.   
Proposing November 13th for the next meeting. 
 
Nominating committee - need 2 members of 
council and 2 members of the congregation to 
find a minimum of 2 new members and a youth 
for the next council.  Lynn North and Rich Van 
Gaasbeck are up for a new term.  Martha  
Lambert volunteered to be one of the members 
 
Endowment Committee business  Doug 
Daetz, Martha Lambert & Mike Schini need to 
be added as signers on our endowment  
accounts.  Dawn Dooley motioned that Doug 
Daetz, Martha Lambert and Mike Schini be 
added as signatories on all the Endowment  
accounts.  Tom Hampton seconded the motion.   
Unanimously approved. 
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IV. Committee Highlights 
Worship and Music   Holiday services 
• Combined service at 10am for the Sunday 

after Thanksgiving, November 25.  
• Children’s Christmas program will be a  

combined service on December 16 at 10am. 
• December 23 and December 30 will also 

have one service at 10am 
• Christmas Eve service times:  

• 7:00pm Pre-service Jazz concert 
• 7:30pm Candlelight service 
• 9:45pm Classical Christmas concert 
• 10:00pm Candlelight service 

• Melody Bast, Carla Schick, and Ed Johnson 
are working together to plan the Children’s 
Christmas program.   

 
Christian Education Bible Study Between 
services last Sunday, Oct. 21, Pastor taught on 
the subject of “How We Got the Bible” discussing 
unexpected discoveries of ancient biblical 
manuscripts, and how the New Testament  
developed as the central document of our  
Christian faith.  Part B will be this coming  
Sunday, October 28. 
 
Reading/Movie nights are wonderful, would 
be nice if they were better attended. 
 
Sunday School will host a brunch on Veterans 
Day, which is November 11th. 
 
Children and Teens  “Parent’s Night Out” will 
be this Saturday, Oct. 27, from 5 to 8pm.  
Danny will be making a flyer to hand out to 
Green Chinese School and Baby World.  The 
Parent’s night will be Pumpkin themed.  Danny 
asked that council members attend at the  
beginning to meet with parents. 
 
Evangelism  Christmas Eve schedule advertise-
ment has been posted 
 
Fellowship  Oktoberfest went well; was really 
well attended (we ran out of beer for  
the first time). 
 

“Dinner on Us” will be on Wednesday,  
November 14th 
 
Wine Tasting will be on Thurs., December 
13th in the Fireside Room and Patio 
 
Update the name tags and schedule a name tag 
Sunday in the near future. 
 
Finance 
 
Personnel   No report 
 
Property  Baby World access to the Fireside 
room.  Ramesh mentioned that they were going 
to remodel the kitchen in their facility.  If they 
do so, it is a good time to remodel one of the 
bathrooms.  We will discuss with Baby World.  
 
Social Ministry  Chad connected Danny with 
the San Jose Family Shelter. There are some  
opportunities for the Youth to volunteer both 
here at the church and at the shelter.  Proposed 
that we consider combining some of these  
service events with Dinners and Movie nights. 
 
Village Harvest  picking excess fruit in the 
neighborhood to give to food banks  
 
Second Harvest Food Bank discussions in 
process. 
 
Stewardship  See above 
 
Weddings and Retreats  Report in council 
packet 
 
Next Scheduled Meeting is November 13;  
devotions by Lisa Paulson 
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November Birthdays   
 
Max Erhan Nov. 1 
Jeffrey Windham Nov. 1 
John Bortner Nov. 6 
Andrea Scheuerlein Nov. 6 
Roy Scheuerlein Nov. 6 
Allyson Carlson Nov. 8 
Jeff Hungerford Nov. 8 
Gary Walz Nov. 10 
Kassandra Davis Nov. 10 
Eric Scheuerlain Nov. 14 
Jim Zepp Nov. 15 
Brennan Dooley Nov. 16 
Morgan Neumann Nov. 16 
Danny Dye Nov. 24 
Frerk-Malte Feller Nov. 24 
Becci Danford Nov. 25 
Robert Field Nov. 27 
Julie Hungerford Nov. 27 
Nellie Hungerford Nov. 27 
Leslie Matlick Nov. 27 
Peter Palmerson Nov. 27 
OnJoo Cater Nov. 28 
Dianne Ball  Nov. 29 
Nathan Winant Nov. 29 
Sara Carter Nov. 30 
Joe Roark Nov. 30 
 

November Anniversaries 
 
Lynn & Larry North Nov. 9 
Linda & Joe Roark Nov. 28 
Priscilla & Steve Repetti Nov. 30 

Confirmation at Immanuel 
 
Confirmation is a weekly gathering of young 

people, usually in 7th and 8th grades. In these  

gatherings we learn about faith, values, and 

life through discussion, learning exercises, 

play, recreation, and service. Confirmation has 

consistently been one of Immanuel’s most  

successful and enjoyable programs for youth. 

We invite youth in your family to participate.  

Weekly Confirmation meetings usually take 

place on Sundays 5:00-6:00 PM. 

Other youth activities such as outings, movie 

nights, and retreats are offered as part of the 

program. For more information contact  

Danny Dye or Pastor David at:    

dyedanny@me.com    
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We  be l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  no  p e r s on  o r  c r e a t e d  t h i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  a c t i v e  l o v e  
a nd  g r a ce  o f  God  s hown  t o  u s  so  c l e a r l y  i n  J e su s  Ch r i s t .  


