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Sunday Worship Schedule 
9am – Service with contemporary music  |  11am – Traditional service and hymns 

Adult Education between services  |  Youth Group – 6:00-7:30pm  

IIIIMMANUELMMANUELMMANUELMMANUEL    LLLLUTHERANUTHERANUTHERANUTHERAN    CCCCHURCHHURCHHURCHHURCH    
“EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE SHARE THE UNCONDITIONAL 

LOVE OF CHRIST THROUGH SERVING OUR COMMUNITY” 

“God is With Us”                                                             May 2017 

congregational singing, as we lifted our 
voices and sang about Christ’s gift of himself 
to us, with the words “O Sacred Head Now 
Wounded.” 
 
This was also the time during which I taught 
a 6-part series on Martin Luther and the  
Reformation, in recognition of this 500th  
anniversary year. Thank you for your ongoing 
interest, thought-provoking questions, and 
discussion. I remind you that we are bringing 
these presentations and discussions to our 
10:00 Gathering Hour between the  
services on a regular basis in the coming 
weeks and months. Our first such gathering 
took place on April 23, and was a lot of fun. 
 
Just this past Sunday, we welcomed a guest 
to our services, Pastor David Dykes director 
at Mount Cross Camp. Our church provided a 
generous offering to our synod’s camp ministry 
to help repair recent storm damage. Part of 
the gift came from the endowment fund over-
seen by Immanuel’s Endowment Committee. 

Pastor’s Message 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Immanuel, 
 
We’ve just come through the time of Lent, 
Holy Week, and Easter. It has been a busy, 
educational, and inspiring couple of months. I 
have been moved by the response from so 
many of you to our worship services and  
special gatherings. 
 
Sharing Holy Communion with one another 
around the table, for instance, on Maundy 
Thursday lent new power and grace to the  
experience of that ancient celebration instituted 
by Jesus. At our Good Friday prayer vigil I 
was moved by dozens of you gathering quietly 
in our sanctuary to pray under beautiful  
projected images of Christian art, meditate on 
sacred music, and light a candle in faith and 
thanks to God as we sang, “Jesus remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.” 
 
On Easter and Palm Sunday we welcomed 
many guests to our services. Palm Sunday I 
found extra inspiring, with music provided by 
a wide range of musicians – brass quartet, 
organ, soloists, praise team, and enthusiastic 
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As a result of this congregation’s generosity 
toward youth camping ministry, we are told 
that other congregations are also stepping 
forward to provide funds for this essential 
task. What a great opportunity it is to be a 
church that inspires others through its  
generosity and commitment to mission. 
 
Speaking of inspiration, I continue to be  
inspired by the wonderful job that our team 
did in installing and optimizing the video  
projection system. It has served us well  
during the past couple of months in Lent and 
Easter worship services, during the Wednesday 
evening teaching sessions, as well as in  
weddings and memorials. The many guests 
we’ve had at these gatherings often comment 
on how breathtaking it is to see words of 
scripture and images of their loved ones  
projected on our front walls, with Immanuel’s 
beautiful stained glass between the images, 
and the sun streaming through the glass 
showering our sanctuary with color. 
 
I guess with all these memories I’m sharing, I 
simply wanted to say that we are extremely 
blessed as a congregation. Since I’ve been 
here I have been aware of that. I have, however, 
experienced that on a new level in recent 
months, as I encounter your enthusiasm, and 
meet so many people from outside our church 
who are touched by the gifts we have to offer. 
 
The inspiration continues in May, when we 
will celebrate two baptisms, and participate in 
the confirmation of eight of our young people. 
Thank you for working with me to minister in 
the name of Christ to one another and to all 
who come through our doors. I look forward 
to May, and to the exciting opportunities that 
lie beyond that. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor David 
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You are invited to a You are invited to a 
“Newcomers Meet“Newcomers Meet--andand--Greet”Greet”    

Sunday, May 7 Sunday, May 7   
5:30 5:30 --  7 PM 7 PM   

This casual open house at the 

Stearns’ (Chad, Pam, CJ & Tressa) 

house (1230 St. Joseph Ave, Los Altos) 

will take place on Sunday, May 7, from 

5:30pm to 7:00pm, and will feature 

fun, relaxation, heavy hors d’oeuvres, 

wine, beer, and soft drinks. This is for 

the entire Immanuel congregation,  

but will be held in honor of those who 

have begun attending our church in the 

past three years. All ages are invited. 
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The concert on Saturday, April 29, featuring Victoria 
Theodore and friends was extraordinary. Victoria’s talent 
as a composer, singer and pianist moved everyone, as 
she shared the music of Schubert, jazz standards, Stevie 
Wonder, Beyoncé, personal compositions, and gospel 
hymns. (Thanks to Perry Thoorsell for arranging this and 
other Immanuel concerts this year!) 

MAY / 3 

On Tuesday, May 2nd, The Bay Area News Group called the church to inform 
us that Immanuel Lutheran Church in Los Altos won the best Place of Worship 
award for 2017!  
 
Pastor David and all of Immanuel's leadership thanks our members and friends 
for expressing their appreciation of our congregation's ministry to others. 
 
Best In SV is really all about the consumer and the residents of the Silicon  
Valley who truly care about the businesses that do the most for their  
communities in providing quality service with great results! 

Immanuel’s youth are now meeting with 
youth from two other churches on a  
regular basis for “Youth Extravaganzas.” 
This is a picture from our activity on  
Sunday, March 5.  
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               Confirmation Sunday – May 14 
            One Combined Service at 10am 
 
Join us as we celebrate with several of Immanuel’s youth who  

will be confirmed in their faith on May 14th. The service will be  

followed by a reception for the confirmands in the fellowship hall.  

Those being confirmed on May 14: Julius Baur, Margaret Capetz,  

Finn Czeschka, Ryan Livengood, Eike Rehwald, Philipp Staehr,  

and Leonhard Westmann. 

Due to a schedule conflict Carter Sayles can not attend  

confirmation on the 14th. He’ll be confirmed on May 28th  

instead. Congratulations to all! 

Confirmation Classes  
Remaining Sunday Evening Schedule of Classes 
 
May 7, Sunday, 4:30-5:30 PM: Final Confirmation Class.  
Parent & Student Practice for Confirmation Sunday 
 
May 14, Sunday, 10:00 AM: Confirmation Sunday Service 



 

Western States Youth Gathering  

June 28–July 2  
This is a phenomenal experience. 1,000 youth 
from California, Arizona, Nevada, Washington, 
Oregon and others will gather to celebrate our 
Lord. The event is a wonderful time for the 
kids to be around others in a wonderful  
spiritual environment. There will be awesome, 
trips, games, music and speakers. This trip is 
for any youth entering 9th grade to entering 
college. I (Danny) cannot emphasize enough 
the fun of this trip and hope you will sign 
your youth up. The dates are June 28th-July 
2nd. There is a deposit of $100. The remaining 
$200 will be due on the day we depart. The 
church will cover the remainder of the  
registration. The kids will need to bring some 
spending money, and money for food on 
three occasions. 
 

Mexico 2017 

July 29–August 5 
Mexico is always one of our biggest trips and 
very memorable. We encourage the youth to  
experience this trip, even if they have gone  
before. It is my favorite week of the year. The 
cost of the trip is $450 with a $150 non-
refundable deposit. 
 
If you have any questions on any of the youth 
trips please let Danny Dye know. We thank you 
for your continued support and look forward to 
a fun 2017. 
 
 

Vacation Bible School  

at Immanuel 

July 17–21 
Immanuel Lutheran Church is offering VBS/
Day Camp this year July 17-21. The Day 
Camp is for all Bay Area children old enough 
to enter kindergarten through those entering 
6th grade. Immanuel also offers Pre-K  
VBS/Day Camp for children 3-5 years old. 
This is a half-day program running from 9am 
to Noon. Trained Staff from Immanuel lead 
 programs that “go beyond Vacation Bible 
School.” 
 
Who:   
• Pre-K through those entering 6th grade 
           Pre-K are children 3 and 4 yrs old. 
• K-6th grade are children from 5 yrs. old 

     through entering 6th grade 
• Parents have the choice of putting their  

    5 yr. old in either Pre-K or K 
When:  
Monday to Thursday, 9am–3pm,  
    (9am–Noon for Pre-K) 
Thursday evening 6–8pm with potluck and  
    kids program 
Friday from 9am–Noon (Water Day!!) 
 
Day Camp registration and health forms for 
each camper must be completed to participate. 
 
Register online at  

www.myvbs.org/immanuellutheran 
Registration forms are also available in the 

church office and bulletin boards in  

hallways near fellowship hall.  
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 “Immanuel Reads” Next  
Book Selection & Discussion 

Saturday, May 6, 5:00 p.m. 
 

Our next book is written by 
Margot Lee Shetterly 
entitled, “Hidden Figures: 
The American Dream and 
the Untold Story of the Black 
Women Mathematicians 
Who Helped Win the Space 
Race.”  Our book review will 
be on Saturday, May 6th, at 
5:00 PM followed by our 

most excellent potluck dinner at 6:00 PM. 
Participation in the potluck is optional. 

 
 
Ladies Evening Group 

Tuesday, May 30, 7:00 p.m. 
The Ladies group will meet on Tuesday, May 
30, at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room. Ruth 
Ann Johnson is the hostess. Contact her  
for more information at 408-736-1665 or 
raj1036@att.net. 

 
 
Church Council Meeting Minutes 

April 25, 2017 
 
Council Members 
Chad Stearns (President), Lynn North (Vice  

President), Tom Hampton (Treasurer), Judy 

Schini (Secretary), Dawn Dooley, Jim Hayes, 

Kim Jackson, Dan Johnson, Jack Knutson, 

Martha Lambert, Winnie Manners, Lisa  

Paulson, George Poppitz, Rich Van Gaasbeck, 

Pastor David Schick 
 

I. Pastor’s Report 
• Sunday Gathering Hour (10:00, Fireside 

Room) will be continued talks about Martin 
Luther and the Reformation. 

• Pastor David Dykes from Mt. Cross will 
be here this Sunday (April 30) to accept 
our gift of $5000. During his visit he will 
have pictures taken for a special display 
table at the Synod Assembly, May 4-6. 

 
President  Baby World is now Babies and 
Tots LLC.  New lease was signed for 5 years. 
 
Vice President  No report. 
 
Secretary  No report. 
 
Treasurer  See attached (in council packet.) 
 
II. Old Business 

Nominating Committee 
• They have Jayne Riemer-Chishty and 

Jeannette Ring as new council members 
and CJ Stearns will be the youth  
representative. Tom moved that we  
approve the slate; Lisa seconded; passed. 

• Still working on the third service. Out-
reach for the community has been great 
with the concerts Perry has been organizing. 

• Synod Assembly is May 4-6 in Fresno. 
• Newcomers Welcome “Meet and Greet” 

open house at the Stearns’ house, 5:30-
7:00 p.m., Sunday, May 7th. 

 
III. New Business 
Council Elections Planning  There will a 
short congregational meeting on Sunday, June 
4th, between services. Tom will present a year
-to-date of the finances while the counters are 
counting the votes. 
 
IV. Committee Reports 
Evangelism  Newcomers Welcome “Meet-
and-Greet”; third service. 
 
Fellowship  No report. 
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 Finance  Tom moved that we accept the 
housing allowance of $65,000 for the pastor 
per IRS regulations; Jack seconded; passed. 
 
Personnel  No report. 
 
Property  Lease renewal with Babies and 
Tots LLC.  We will meet with the Green  
Cultural Center Chinese School officials  
before the end of the school year. 
 
Social Ministry  No report. 
 
Stewardship  No report. 
 
Weddings and Retreats  See attached report 
(in council packet.) 
 
Worship and Music  Discussion about Holy 
Week services; positive feedback. Palm Sunday 
and Easter had good turnouts. For the flower 
cross next year we should put something in 
the bulletin so people will know they can add 
flowers to it in memory or honor of a loved 
one. There will be one service on  
Sunday, May 14th, which is Confirmation 
Sunday and Mother’s Day. 
 
Christian Ed.  Sunday School made Resurrection 
Rolls on Palm Sunday, which went over well. 
 
CAT (Children And Teens)  The Easter Egg 
Hunt was also a Parents’ Night Out this year, 
and made $400. There were about 25 kids, 
and it was run by Danny and the youth.  
Dawn suggested, as a parent, maybe a  
suggested amount could be listed instead of a 
free will donation. 
 
V. Announcements and concerns 
Diane Demo recently had a hip replacement; 
Judi Mirich broke her hip recently;  
Family of Daniel Nichols, who passed away 
last week. 
 
VI. Closing Prayer and Adjournment. 
Next council meeting is on May 16th. Chad 
Stearns has devotions. 
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Red Cross Blood Drive 

Friday, May 19, 9am-3pm 
 
There will be a Red Cross blood drive at  
Immanuel on Friday, May 19, 9am to 3pm, 
(extended an hour longer) in the Fellowship 
Hall. Give blood. Every two seconds someone 
in the U.S. needs blood. 

+  

Congratulations Danny!Congratulations Danny!Congratulations Danny!Congratulations Danny!        
Danny has been recently selected to Danny has been recently selected to Danny has been recently selected to Danny has been recently selected to     
receive the Northern California Girls receive the Northern California Girls receive the Northern California Girls receive the Northern California Girls 

Swimming Coach of the Year award for Swimming Coach of the Year award for Swimming Coach of the Year award for Swimming Coach of the Year award for 
2016/17 as well as other select California 2016/17 as well as other select California 2016/17 as well as other select California 2016/17 as well as other select California 

swimming coaches. The Board of swimming coaches. The Board of swimming coaches. The Board of swimming coaches. The Board of     
Directors of the California Coaches Directors of the California Coaches Directors of the California Coaches Directors of the California Coaches     

Association is inviting Danny to attend Association is inviting Danny to attend Association is inviting Danny to attend Association is inviting Danny to attend     
a a a a reception in Sacramento on June 17reception in Sacramento on June 17reception in Sacramento on June 17reception in Sacramento on June 17thththth, , , ,     
honoringhonoringhonoringhonoring    him and other Northern and him and other Northern and him and other Northern and him and other Northern and 

Southern CaliforniaSouthern CaliforniaSouthern CaliforniaSouthern California    CoachesCoachesCoachesCoaches----ofofofof----thethethethe----Year Year Year Year 
award winners. During the presentation award winners. During the presentation award winners. During the presentation award winners. During the presentation 
the State Girls Swimming Coach of the the State Girls Swimming Coach of the the State Girls Swimming Coach of the the State Girls Swimming Coach of the 

Year will be announced.Year will be announced.Year will be announced.Year will be announced.    
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Presentation of Gift to  

Mt. Cross Camp 

On Sunday, April 30, we welcomed to our 
church Pastor David Dykes, interim director 
at Mount Cross Camp in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains. Our congregation’s leadership, 
acting on a suggestion from the finance  
committee, voted earlier this year to give a 
special $5000 gift to Mount Cross to help 
with repairs. This was needed after the recent 
severe storm damage. Other congregations 
are being invited by our Synod and Mount 
Cross to match this gift, and already one  
congregation in the East Bay has responded 
with a generous offering. 
 
This $5000 gift represents a disbursement 
from income produced by Immanuel’s  

Mission Endowment Fund. We thank our 
Endowment Committee, Church Council, and 
all who have generously supported this fund, 
making it possible for us to undertake won-
derful mission efforts like this, both within 
our church and in our wider community. It is a 
sign of our Christian discipleship to be able to 
generously use a portion of the interest  
produced by the fund to help young people in 
our congregation and many others to hear the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Our council also voted to enable Immanuel’s 
members to add to the original amount of our 
Mount Cross Camp gift. As a result, an  
additional check was raised through our 
Lenten offerings, as well as donations from 
various members of Immanuel. If others 
would like to support this effort, you can add 
a donation to your regular offering and  
designate it for Mt. Cross. We thank God for 
this opportunity to further Lutheran outdoor 
ministry for youth and adults in our area, and 
we thank participants of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church for their open and generous hearts. 
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7 years together in ministry at Immanuel and going strong... 

 

featuring featuring   

Perry Thoorsell Perry Thoorsell   

Joey Niehuis and Joey Niehuis and 

Eric MorrisEric Morris  

SaturdaySaturday  

May 13May 13  

7:00 PM7:00 PM  
Immanuel Lutheran Immanuel Lutheran 

ChurchChurch  

1715 Grant Road1715 Grant Road  

Los AltosLos Altos  

650.967.4906650.967.4906  
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Birthdays   

 
Wendy Matlick May 5 

Lauren Ford May 7 

James Wells May 7 

Jennifer Zepp May 8 

Jay Gonzales May 11 

Riley Peters May 11 

Ryan Livengood May 12 

Priscilla Repetti May 13 

Ellie Bortner May 16 

Marlys Powell May 16 

Kathleen Baur May 17 

Ruth Ann Johnson May 19 

Chuck Hungerford May 22 

Kathie Kuck May 23 

Christopher Ball May 26 

Philip Wells May 26 

Chad Stearns  May 27 

Adriana Hampton May 29 

Matthew Seppeler May 29 

Joan Wilson May 29 

Leanne Sayles May 31 

Hallie Matlick May 31 

 

May 
Each month in the newsletter we celebrate birthdays and anniversaries of members at  

Immanuel. As the year progresses, if you do not see your (or your family members) 

birthday or anniversary listed, please let the office know. This is especially addressed  

to our newest members. We don’t want to leave anyone out! 

Anniversaries  
 
Dawn & Tim Dooley May 6 

Sara & Ercan Erhan May 21 

Tamara & Glenn Windham May 21 

Paul Dhuse & Beth Walters May 22 

Nellie & Chuck Hungerford May 26 

Judith & Tom Brosz May 28 

Carla & Pastor David Schick May 28 
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