
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church   1715 Grant Road   Los Altos, CA  94024 
Phone: 650.967.4906      Fax: 650.965.0902 

E-mail: office@praiseimmanuel.com      Web site: www.ilclosaltos.com 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
9am – Service with contemporary music 
 11am – Traditional service and hymns 

Adult Education between services  
Youth Group – 6:00 - 7:30pm  

Pastor’s Message 
 
Dear Friends, most of you know that since 
mid-April I have been undergoing medical 
testing for a number of difficult physical 
symptoms I’ve been experiencing. They’re 
still working on this testing to arrive at a 
definitive diagnosis and treatment. In the 
meantime, after working hard at our church 
all through the month of May, my team of 
doctors has told me I simply must scale 
back more and have some time to rest and 
recover. I already had scheduled vacation 
from the 11th of June through the end of 
the month. That means for now I will  
simply take some sick days for the first 
week and a half of June. At our council 
meeting on June 30th, we will reassess my 
condition and what my medical team wants 
me to do in July.  
 
I’m including in this newsletter a message I 
brought to the congregation in my sermon 
on Pentecost Sunday, May 15. In that  
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“EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE SHARE THE UNCONDITIONAL 

LOVE OF CHRIST THROUGH SERVING OUR COMMUNITY” 

“God is With Us”                                                            June 2016 

message I stated the obvious: the church is 
all of its people working together in the 
power of God’s Spirit, supporting one  
another in times of sickness and health. I 
know I can count on all of you to step up 
and be the church: assist Nancy in the  
office, help Danny with youth, VBS, and 
Sunday Kidz Adventure Club; care for the 
sick; keep up our beautiful property; make 
visitors feel welcome; reach out to meet 
needs and share the Good News with those 
around us. 
 
Those who know me well and have worked 
alongside me are aware that this is not easy 
for me. I must admit I never stop working, 
and almost never take a full day off in the 
course of a week. Perhaps this is God’s 
message to me at this time to practice more 
balance. Perhaps this is God’s message to 
us to do what we can to join hands and 
work together at making our church strong. 
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While I’m having this downtime, we will be 
led by our council leadership, music and 
worship teams, Danny Dye, occasional  
substitute pastors, our Compassion Core 
visitation team, and really all of you who 
can step up and assist in any way. I’m still 
around. Other than vacation, I’m not going 
anywhere, and will worship with you when 
health allows. I can answer our leaders’ 
questions from the background. The doctors 
want me to experience rest, but not  
isolation, so social experiences with my 
good friends here are still welcome.  
 
I will keep you updated on my progress. 
God’s blessings to all of you. By God’s 
grace (as they say) let’s turn lemons into 
lemonade, difficult times into spiritual 
growth, and the friendships we enjoy here 
into a powerful dynamic ministry to our 
community and world. 
 
Pastor David 
 

************************* 
 
This is a sermon that Pastor David 

preached on Pentecost Sunday, May 15. We 

will also soon post the audio version on our 

website. Some of you will have heard it, but 

many who were not there will read its 

words for the first time. Even if you’ve 

heard it before, this message bears  

repeating because it is a good reminder of 

how Jesus’ Church functions best. 

 

Human Resources 
Pastor David Schick.  

(Preached Pentecost Sunday,  
May 15, 2016) 

 

I have a riddle for you on this Pentecost 
Sunday. Here it is: What do the Exodus, the 
day of Pentecost, and HR all have in  
common? Listen to it again:  
— The exodus (that time when the people 
of Israel escaped from slavery in Egypt and 
went to the promised land),  
— the day of Pentecost (that great day in 
history of the Church that we celebrate  
today),  
— and HR, Human Resources – what do 
all three of these things have in common?  
Not sure? Well, I’ll tell you. But first I have 
to tell you a couple of stories.  
 
I think most of us know the story of the 
Exodus, how Moses went to Pharaoh, king 
of Egypt, and said, “Let my people go!” 
Pharaoh didn’t want to let them go, so then 
Moses did all the plagues in Egypt, and so 
totally annoyed the Egyptians that they  
finally said, “Get out!” Then they had the 
incident at the Red Sea, but God helped 
them to pass through the water, while the 
Egyptian army was destroyed in the sea. 
And I think after the sea closed up behind 
them, Moses felt truly free for the 1st time. 
He breathed a big sigh of relief, and said 
himself, “Thank God that’s over. Now  
everything’s going to be all right.”  
 
Boy, was he wrong! For Moses the work 
had just begun. You see, Moses was leading 
tens of thousands of people across the  
desert. It turns out that the problems with 
Pharaoh had been a piece of cake compared 
to this. That’s because Moses was a leader 
of these people in every sense of the word: 
He was a religious leader—sort of a 
prophet, priest, pastor, and Pope all rolled 
into one. He was a secular leader too—a 
walking, talking, executive, legislative, and 
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judicial one-man government. And so as 
the trip got underway toward the promised 
land, it wasn’t very long before Moses 
started to think that this job wasn’t all it 
was cracked up to be. It just never seemed 
to end from morning till night. There were 
endless problems to deal with:  
1. Organizing and reorganizing the people 
for the march through the desert.  
2. Dealing with hostile enemies around 
them.  
3. Settling disputes, criminal cases, and  
inheritance problems.  
4. And because Moses was the religious 
leader, he spent long hours in prayer, trying 
to talk to God and get instructions on how 
to organize this new people, how to organize 
their priesthood, and make sure they were 
worshiping God and obeying God’s law.  
5. And perhaps the worst thing of all was 
just that every complaint came to Moses: 
“Moses, I don’t like the food. Moses, my 
clan wants a better place to pitch our tents. 
Moses, my camel won’t behave.” And on 
and on and on.  
 
Well, finally Moses had all he could take. 
The people were complaining about the 
food again. They didn’t like the manna. 
They wanted meat, maybe a nice steak, or 
some good kosher gefillte fish. So Moses 
got really mad, and said to God, “That's it! 
I’ve had it. I don’t want to do this anymore. 
I didn’t ask for this job anyway. I quit.” 
 
But it turns out that God had actually been 
waiting for this. You know how God some-
times let’s a group of people just keep  
going the way they’re going until they 
come to the end of themselves and are 
ready to learn the lesson they need? That’s 
how it was this time. God said to Moses, 

“It's OK. I’ve been waiting for this. I have a 
plan for you. We’re going to take 70 of the 
elders of your people, and I will give the 
Spirit that I’ve given to you also to them. 
And they will prophesy and speak God’s 
word, and lead the people and share the 
work, and help you with the load.” And 
that’s what God did. We read the text about 
that from the book of Numbers today.  
 
So, do you know what God was really  
doing there in that story? God was giving 
Moses a lesson in Human Resources.  
Because, you see, Moses’ real problem is 
that he wasn’t getting much help in that 
area. What Moses needed was for them to 
apply the simple lesson—that they could 
departmentalize their operation; and that 70 
people can get much more work done than 
one person. And by accepting God’s  
restructuring Moses was able to spread the 
work around, and his life became much 
more enjoyable.  
 
Well, at the beginning of my sermon, I 
asked a question that related three things 
together:  
—One was Moses’ experience on the  
exodus (the story I just told you),  
—and a second one was HR, which we’ve 
also now talked about.  
—But what about the third part of my  
question—the day of Pentecost? How does 
it relate to the other two?  
Well, it turns out that Pentecost was a  
replay of Moses’ experience, because it was 
also a lesson in human resources, but a 
much bigger one. We heard about this in 
the other reading this morning from the 
Book of Acts, chapter 2. Here’s what happened:  
120 of Jesus’ friends had gathered together. 
Suddenly there was the sound of wind, and 
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the gift of God’s Spirit was given to each of 
them, just like it had been given to the 70 
elders many centuries before. And through 
this gift of the Spirit, God gave these 120 
people the ability to speak other languages, 
to share the Word, and to have the faith and 
wisdom to go out and do God’s work. But 
it didn’t stop there. Soon the whole city of 
Jerusalem came together to see what the 
commotion was. Peter declared to them the 
words of the prophet Joel, which says: “In 
the last days I will pour out my spirit on all 
people. Young and old, sons and daughters, 
mothers and fathers will speak God’s word 
and become God's helpers.” And before 
that day of Pentecost was over, another 
3000 people were baptized, and received 
this gift of God’s Spirit, and joined the work.  
 
Now think about this. We know that 70 is 
more than 1.  
And 120, the amount of Jesus’ friends who 
received the Spirit, is more than 70.  
And 3000 (the number of people who were 
baptized that day and joined the work) is 
much more than 120.  
And 2 billion (the estimated size of  
Christianity in the world today) is  
unimaginably more than 3000.  
So, now you get the idea of what God has 
been up to for the last few thousand years. 
God has been spreading the work around. It 
started with one leader, Moses, and now 
God has millions and millions of potential 
helpers, people of faith throughout the world.  
 
But of course all of these potential millions 
or billions of coworkers are only an asset 
when Christian people see themselves as 
coworkers. When each of us say: “What 
task, however large or small, may I take on 
to make a difference and to be a part of 

God’s solution in this world. That is certainly 
true in a Christian community like ours. 
 
I’ve been made especially aware of this the 
past few weeks, as I’ve had a number of 
health problems. Some of you know that I 
have been having a lot of testing for  
different symptoms, among them extreme 
weakness and tiredness and difficulty  
processing. Tests are continuing, but I’ve 
had to try and pace myself a lot more. I’m 
finding I’m not real good at that, I’m  
uncomfortable with it. It’s like Moses’ 
problem, this temptation to think that I 
must go at full speed all the time and that 
most things depend on me. Such an attitude 
is certainly not looking at things from 
God’s approach to human resources as  
revealed in our biblical texts.  
 
I know something that really encourages 
me, when I’m being told by doctors to scale 
back some at the moment, is the thought 
that all of you are there, and that each of 
you, all of Immanuel’s people can take a 
little piece of what we need to do to keep 
our ministry strong and moving forward. 
As I’m working on this whole thing, I’m 
trusting everyone to do that. Think of some 
area here where you can lend some help, 
and let me, or our leaders, or our office 
know. It’s clearly our call anyway, as  
Pentecost demonstrates, but at a time like 
this it becomes all the more obvious how 
much of a group project a congregation 
really is.  
 
So today on this day of Pentecost we are 
reminded of God’s great HR project. How 
there is a world that needs encouragement 
and the good news of forgiveness and  
reconciliation in the Gospel. How there is a 
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 church that needs many willing hands to 
accomplish the mission of youth, and  
Sunday school, and leadership, and  
outreach, and worship, and all of the holy 
work we’re called to here. And how when 
you add 1 more person into the mix, and 1 
more person to that, and 1 more person to 
that, you have a force that can work  
together to change the world. In fact, there 
is no limit to the things we can accomplish 
together by God’s Spirit, if we hear God’s 
call and answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Renovating the Library  

(Fireside Room) 
 
Few of our current members remember  
Immanuel’s Lending Library when it was at 
its peak. Margaret Haag dedicated hours of 
her time to organizing, cataloging, and  
purchasing books. The library was open 
before and after both services as well as on 
Tuesday mornings, usually manned by 
Margaret. It had an admirable card  
catalogue and wonderful collections of 
books on all topics.  
 
Liz Seymour took over the responsibilities 
after Margaret and gave the library  
additional TLC. 
 
The room currently is being refurbished 
with a paint job and new furniture. Books 
have been moved and consolidated on the 
west end of the room. Along with many 
Bibles and various translations, you will 
find books on world religions, theology and 

study materials on the various books of the 
Bible. These will all remain for you to  
borrow whenever you wish on an honor 
system.  
 
A number of novels, “How To” books, and 
books for children have been donated to the 
library over the years. They will be  
collected and put on the tables in the  
fellowship hall. There will also be redundant 
Hymnals and various craft materials. These 
items will be available the first two weeks 
of June. Please peruse the collection on the 
tables during the next two weeks and take 
any item(s) home that interests you. 
 
 
Jerry Haag Private Estate Sale 

Saturday, June 4, 1:00 to 5:00pm 
 
All proceeds will go to Jerry’s charitable 
trust. Examples of items available for sale: 
radial arm saw, wet/dry shop vac, various 
tools, furniture, books, military items,  
electronic items and household goods. Cash 
and checks will be accepted. The sale will 
be on Sat., June 4, 1-5pm, at 49 Showers 
Drive, Unit Y-476, Mountain View.  
Parking is limited. Thank you for your help. 
 
 
Sunday School  

Teachers 

Recognition 

June 5 and 12 
 
We would like to  
recognize and thank our 
Sunday School Teachers 
and Teachers Assistants 
on Sundays, June 5 and 
June 12, during coffee hour after the 9am 
service. Please plan to attend. 
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 Graduates of 2016 
 

We’re looking for the 
names of all graduates 
of eighth grade, high 
school and college so 
that we can recognize 
them in an upcoming 
service (and bulletins.)  

Please be sure to email the office 
(office@praiseimmanuel.com) or leave a note 
in the office of the graduate(s) in your family 
so we can be sure to include everyone. 
 
 
“Immanuel Reads” Chooses  

Summer Read Selection 
 
This House of Sky by 
Ivan Doig is the next  
selection we’re reading. 
“The haunting, magnifi-
cently written Memoir 
that introduced a major 
American writer and  
winner of the Wallace 
Stegner Award.” We also 
encourage you to read his 
fiction novels, they are all 
simple stories told well, my (Terry Higgins) 
favorites include Whistling Season,  
Dancing at the Rascal Fair, and The Last 

Bus to Wisdom. All books can be found in 
local libraries, online, and more recent  
editions in bookstores. We will meet to re-
view the book and share what other “Doig” 
books we may have read on Saturday,  
August 13, at 5:00pm, followed by our 
most excellent potluck dinner at 6:00. 
 
 

Church Council Meeting Minutes 

May 17, 2016 
 
I. Officers Reports 

Pastor David is dealing with personal 
health issues and waiting for test results. 
 
Missionary Visit  Reminder was sent out 
today that Pastor Kate Warn, missionary 
from Rwanda, will be here Wed., May 18th, 
at 6:30pm.  There will be a supper and a 
presentation.   
 
Sierra Pacific Synod 2016 Assembly will 
take place June 3-5 in Reno, NV.  Delegates 
were presented for the assembly.  Doug and 
Gisela Daetz will be the official synod 
delegates; Lynn North and Carla Schick 
will be alternates.  Motion to accept the 
delegates by Tom, Winnie seconded, passed. 
 
Pastor will be away Sundays June 12th and 
June 26th. He has lined up coverage for this 
time away.    
 
President  No report 
 
Vice President  No report. 
 
Secretary  No report. 
 
Treasurer  See attached treasurer’s report.  
A suggestion was made to remind members 
to sign up for Simply Giving to continue  
contributions over the summer to help keep  
income and expenses on par for each 
month.  Instructions for doing this will be 
available for members at each service. 
 
II.  Old Business 

Nominating Committee  These members 
will be on the ballot for church council. 
Chad Stearns, Martha Lambert, Rich Van 
Gaasbeck, and Jim Hayes for the three year 
terms; Dawn Dooley for a two year term, 
and George Poppitz for the youth and is a 
one year term.  
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 Library Changes  Discussion took place 
on the decision to paint the Library/Fireside 
room and work to be done in same room. 
Lynn North has arranged for the painting of 
the Fireside Room but a decision for the 
paint color needs to be approved by 
council. Painting will begin May 23. A 
decision was made that a budget and a clear 
plan for the furnishings needs to be  
presented to council for final approval 
before work can proceed. 
 
Lawn reseeding  Discussion pursued on 
the idea of sod versus seed.  Sod could be 
the same cost as seed and will be an 
advantage as it takes root in 3-4 weeks with 
adequate watering. Limited use of the lawn 
will be assured beginning in June as Green 
Chinese Cultural Center does not have 
summer session and VBS will be late July. 
Decision was made to get a budget for sod 
to compare with original of seed. 
 
III. New Business 

Annual Congregational Meeting (May 
22)presiders and counters. Tom Hampton 
will preside and Dan Johnson will be 
secretary. The meeting will not start before 
10:15AM. 
 
IV. Committee Highlights 

Evangelism  No report. 
 
Fellowship  Sunday, August 28th will be 
the annual church picnic.  September 11th 
will be Rally Day/Sunday School Kick-off 
and Kids Carnival. 
 
Finance  No report. 
 
Personnel   No report. 
 

Property  Need to get cross training on the 
heating/AC system.  Still need a property 
chair. Discussion to hire a person to help on 
a regular basis of four hours a week to 
cover needs of the property. 
 
Social Ministry  No report. 
 
Stewardship  No report.  
 
Weddings and Retreats  No report. 
 
Worship and Music  New wireless 
microphones are being used at the services.  
Projection system for 9AM service is being 
used more.  Asking for other volunteers to 
help with others reading the prayers or 
announcements. 
 
Christian Education  Last day for Sunday 
School is June 12th.  Sunday School 
Teacher recognition will be that day.  The 
following Sunday, June 19th, the Kidz 
Summer Adventure Club will begin. 
 
Children and Teens  Will be building in a 
few more Parents Night Out.  The youth 
will be having Wednesday Movie Night at 
church, drive-in, or out at the theatre. Youth 
community service projects are being 
explored. 
 
V. Announcements and Concerns   

Still collecting photos for the directory. 
 
Names of all graduates should be sent to 
Nancy for the bulletin by June 5th. 
 
Pastor is in our prayers.  Wayne and Mary 
Seppeler still need prayers. 
 
The next meeting is on June 30; Devotions 
by Judy Schini. 
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JuneJuneJune   

Anniversaries  
 
Carol Haywood & Robert Field June 1 

Susan & Dean Munro June 2 

Anita & Scott Danford June 14 

Dave and Margo Lee June 17 

Linda & Steve Toll June 17 

Katrina & Scott Davis June 20 

Junette & Terry Higgins June 25 

Eileen & Matt Peters June 26 

Marlys & Bill Powell June 30 

 
Birthdays   

 
Tim Dooley June 2 

Courtney Hampton June 2 

Luca Adriani June 3 

Homer Wells June 3 

Jennifer Johnson June 3 

Katarina Hayes June 5 

June Munro June 6 

Isabella Spradlin June 8 

Cammi Johnson June 15 

Patricia Johnson June 15 

Mickey Flagg June 17 

Heather North Elliott June 21 

Mary Seppeler June 22 

Daniel Zepp June 23 

Martha Lambert June 24 

Matt Peters June 24 

Julie Mangney June 26 

Wayne Seppeler June 26 

Christine Peters June 27 

Antonie Klotz June 28 

Diane McCrillis June 30 
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July 18-22 — 9am to 3pm 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church would like to invite  
everyone to our annual Day Camp, where all 
are welcome to come and enjoy a wonderful  
experience full of games, crafts, devotion,  
music, and snacks. Once again we’ll have a 
great group of counselors and volunteers to 
create an awesome week of fun and learning for your children.  Immanuel will also be  
offering Pre-K VBS/Day Camp for children 3-5 years old. Pre-K Day Camp will be a half-day 
program running from 9am to Noon each day. VBS registration and additional information 
can be found at http://www.vacationbibleschool.com/immanuellutheran 
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Youth Group from 6-8pm Movie Night 7pm to TBA 

Sunday:  June 5th  Kickoff and BBQ Wednesday:  June 8th  Disney Movie Marathon 

Sunday:  June 12th  Park Games and Food Wednesday:  June 15th  Movie Night at Church 

Sunday:  June 19th  Video Scavenger Hunt Wednesday:  June 22nd  Drive-In Movie Night 

Sunday:  June 26th  San Diego Wednesday:  June 29th  San Diego 

Sunday:  July 3rd  Movie Wednesday:  July 6th  Movie Night at Theater 

Sunday:  July 10th  Game Night Wednesday:  July 13th  Drive-In Movie Night 

Sunday:  July 17th  Prep for VBS Wednesday:  July 20th  No Movie Night—VBS 

Sunday:  July 24th  Progressive Dinner Wednesday:  July 27th  Movie Night at Church 

Sunday:  July 31st  Mexico Wednesday:  August 3rd  Mexico 

Sunday:  August 7th  No Youth Group Wednesday:  August 10th  Movie Night 

Sunday:  August 14th  Monterey Bay Aquarium  

Youth Summer Activities  



 

YOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRY    

San Diego Mission Trip 

June 27th–July 1st  

Our San Diego Mission Trip this year will 
be a really new and fun time. This year we 
have been invited to come down to Christ 
Lutheran Church and run their VBS. They 
heard about how great our youth are and 
would love to have us. This will be a great 
way for our youth to be able to run through 
the material for our own VBS while spreading 
the Love of Christ to others. Christ  
Lutheran is a wonderful church that has 
always helped us out when needed on our 
trips. They are four blocks from the beach 
so we will be visiting them often. This trip 
is for youth entering 6th grade to graduating 
12th graders. We will need a good amount 
of youth for this so please have your youth 
sign up. The cost of the trip is $250 dollars 
with a non-refundable deposit of $75 due. 
 
 
Whitewater Rafting 

July 8th–9th 

This is a great day of sun and fun so sign 
up and let’s have a great time. This year we 
are changing our trip to an overnight event. 
Information will be coming out shortly as 
Danny is working with Tributary Whitewater 
Tours to get us the best deal.  
 

Vacation Bible School 

July 18th–22nd 

Vacation Bible School has grown every 
year our fantastic youth have been running 
it. Our goal this year is 75 kids. We will 
need your youth to make sure we can get 
this done.  Please make sure that this week 
is marked on your calendar. This is for 
youth entering 6th grade and graduating  
12th grade. 
 
 

Mexico Mission Trip 

July 30th–Aug 6th  

As always this is our great grand trip. The 
youth have loved this trip and it always 
leaves a wonderful place in their hearts. 
Every year is a new experience for me 
(Danny) and it is probably my favorite week 
of the year. We have a special treat this year 
as Pastor David’s son and his youth group 
will be joining us this year. The price of the 
trip this year is $400; unfortunately the price 
of the homes has been going up each year 
for the past five years. A non-refundable 
deposit is due, after that we will go by  
availability. You can get your deposit, or any 
questions to Danny at Immanuel.  

Upcoming Events: Parents, these are our more major upcoming events Upcoming Events: Parents, these are our more major upcoming events 

this summer.  Please take a look at each event and the details.this summer.  Please take a look at each event and the details.  
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We  be l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  no  p e r s on  o r  c r e a t e d  t h i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  a c t i v e  l o v e  
a nd  g r a ce  o f  God  s hown  t o  u s  so  c l e a r l y  i n  J e su s  Ch r i s t .  


