
 

IIIIMMANUELMMANUELMMANUELMMANUEL    LLLLUTHERANUTHERANUTHERANUTHERAN    CCCCHURCHHURCHHURCHHURCH    
“EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE SHARE THE UNCONDITIONAL 

LOVE OF CHRIST THROUGH SERVING OUR COMMUNITY” 

“God is With Us”                                                     February 2017 

 

WORDS FROM SERMON 

“INAUGURAL SPEECH”  

ON JANUARY 22, 2017: 
 
As we consider the content and meaning of the 
current inauguration speech, are you aware that in 
this very church this morning another inaugural 
speech has already been read? I'm talking about 
the inaugural speech by none other than Jesus 
Christ himself, the speech he used to kick off his 
ministry, his public service among his people. I’m 
really not joking about this. The Gospel reading I 
just shared contains the very first words spoken by 
Jesus in his ministry, the first thing he ever said 
publicly. So if an inaugural speech sums up the 
future and tells us what is at the heart of a  
person’s message and future direction, what did 
Jesus say in his inaugural speech? He actually said 
only one sentence. Here it is: “Repent. For the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
 
So let’s take Jesus' inaugural speech apart and 
look at it a little bit. It starts with a single word – 
repent. What do you think of that? It’s a very serious 
word isn’t it, the kind that you’d maybe expect to 
hear shouted on a city corner by a shrill street 
preacher. But repent is actually a very positive 
word. In the original Greek it’s the word 

Pastor’s Message 
 
Dear People of Immanuel, this past month every-
one was, of course, focused on the inauguration 
and the new presidency. Our country seems very 
divided – some Americans are hopeful, others 
extremely concerned about the new leadership and 
policies. We are all praying for our country, and 
we should be praying for our leaders, so that we 
may go in a good direction that is beneficial to all 
our citizens and bring our world forward toward 
greater peace and justice. At the same time, as 
Christians we are called to focus our minds also 
on what the Bible calls the Kingdom of God, 
where the ideas and example of Jesus bring truly 
positive forces into our lives and the relationships 
around us in our families, communities, and country. 
Below, I am including words I shared in my  
sermon on Sunday, January 22 about Jesus’ very 
first words in his ministry – what you might call 
his inaugural speech. (I will also be posting the 
audio version of this on our website.) I hope you 
find these words helpful as we Christians live out 
our lives together, calling ourselves and our world 
to a better place. 
 
Pastor David 
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metanoeo. And it’s very easy to tell you, and even 
easier to show you what this word means. Here it 
is: (Act out) It means simply to turn around. Jesus 
is calling us to be open to turning our hearts and 
our lives around. To recognize where we been 
wrong in the past, where we’ve hurt others and 
ourselves with the things we've done or said, 
where we have not followed God's law of love – 
and simply to turn around. Do things differently. 
I’ll bet you can think of a dozen ways that could 
happen in your life. I know I can. “Turn around,” 
Jesus says. What a great way to start an inaugural 
speech! One that I wish not just our new  
president, but all presidents and all leaders would 
take note of. 
 
Now moving along, let’s look at the rest of Jesus’ 
one sentence inaugural speech. Actually the reason 
for Jesus’ focus on the word repent, is because of 
what comes in the second half. Do you remember 
what that was? “Repent,” he says, “because the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” I think that’s 
even more interesting than the repent half of the 
message. The kingdom of heaven has come near. 
Notice the tense of that statement. Jesus doesn’t 
say the kingdom of heaven is coming near, or that 
if you repent the kingdom of heaven will come 
near. He says it’s already here, it’s already around 
you. The simple reason this statement is made is 
because God’s kingdom has come near in an event 
we celebrated just a few weeks ago – Christmas, 
the birth of Christ. When Jesus arrived as ‘God 
with us’, he brought a whole new set of possibilities, 
a new set of priorities, and a new way for human 
beings to live with one another. 
 
   - Governed by his new covenant – that anyone 
can be forgiven and have a new life if they simply 
turn around, if they simply repent and declare 
their heart’s intention to walk with God.  
   - And governed also by Jesus’ new command-
ment – when he said “A new commandment I give 
to you that you love one another as I have loved 
you; thru which all people will know that you’re 
my disciples.” 
 
So, what this means is something very significant: 
that God’s kingdom, God’s presence can be  
realized whenever we allow it to be realized in our 

own lives and in our faith community. You and I 
have the potential of allowing pockets, bubbles of 
God’s kingdom to exist around us and among the 
people we encounter through our faith and love. 
The kingdom of God has come near, and it  
remains near at all times. But it is we who must 
see to it that we don’t push it away with the way 
we think and act and believe.  
 
And this idea has huge implications for our  
attitude and the effectiveness of our lives. In a 
world like this there will always be some things 
swirling around us for better or worse, right?  
Personal problems, family problems, national 
problems, world problems. We need to do every-
thing we can to influence politics and our  
communities and our world in positive ways – that 
big picture out there – we need to be active in it. 
But then there is that slice of the world that’s right 
here, right around us – that area that you and I can 
definitely have an effect on. And when it comes to 
that in particular, ultimately it’s not about who is 
in the Oval Office, or what’s going on with the 
larger things in our world. God's kingdom is near 
to you. You can grasp that, and be a person who 
experiences that reigning in your heart and your 
relationships.  
 
A sentence was shared with me this week online, 
which I really liked. Here’s what it says:  “It takes 
the best in each one of us to make the best world 
for all of us.” I think that sums up quite well what 
Jesus wants us to think about when he says the 
kingdom of heaven has come near to you. It starts 
in us. 
 
One other parallel: the very next thing Jesus did 
after his inaugural speech was to go out and pick 
his cabinet. You may think I’m stretching the 
analogy a little too far, but as you can see in the 
text I just read that’s exactly what he did. He went 
right out and began to call his inner circle, his 
disciples – Peter, James, Andrew, John, and the 
others – the apostles and the great men and 
women who would form the nucleus of leadership 
for the new church God was creating. And I 
wanted to say to you today that in a way Jesus is 
still picking his Cabinet. When you and I hear 
God’s call, when we live our faith in each area of 
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our lives – public and private, work and home, – 
we have the potential to be those who will lead 
our country and world to a better place one person 
at a time. 
 
So there you have it. Definitely the shortest  
inaugural speech ever offered by a world leader. 
But I think the best, and unlike the others, this one 
has stood the test of time. 2000 years and counting. 
With these words Jesus offered a fundamental 
solution for our problems, a cure for our ills, hope 
for human despair, and a plan to bring newness to 
ourselves and those around us that can begin with 
each of us as individuals. That new beginning 
happens every time we hear his words to stop, turn 
around, and walk as a community and as individuals 
with him in his direction. Hear the call again  
today: “Repent! For the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 
 
 

First Communion Class 

Sunday, February 12, 3:30 p.m.  
 
A First Communion Class is 
scheduled for Sun., February 
12, beginning at 3:30 p.m. 
This class is ordinarily for 
all children 2nd grade and 
up who have not participated 
in a Holy Communion  
preparation session before. If 
you would like to have your child participate, 
please contact the church office or email the  
pastor at pastordavid@praiseimmanuel.com 

 

 

Church Council Meeting Minutes 

January 17, 2017 
 
Council Members 
Chad Stearns (President), Lynn North (Vice 

President), Tom Hampton (Treasurer), Judy 

Schini (Secretary), Dawn Dooley, Jim Hayes, Kim 

Jackson, Dan Johnson, Jack Knutson, Martha 

Lambert, Winnie Manners, Lisa Paulson, George 

Poppitz, Rich Van Gaasbeck, Pastor David Schick 
 

FEBRUARY / 3 

I. Reports 
Pastor’s Report 

• The Korean Church, Beautiful Church, has 
closed upon the death of Pastor Kim in  
December. 

• Bishop Mark Holmerud is coming to  
Immanuel Sunday, January 29th. 

• Baby World changed the locks and  
notified us. New keys were issued. 

• Terry and Junette Higgins unearthed a large 
iron cross from one of the closets.  Discussion 
ensued about where to put it. 

• Pastor is away Tuesday, February 21st  
through February 28th. Council meeting will 
be Thursday, February 16th. 

 
President  No report 
 
Vice President  No report 
 
Secretary  No report 
 
Treasurer See attached (in council packet.) Tom 
moved that we designate the Schwab funds as  
general funds; Lisa seconded. Discussion ensued. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

II. Old Business 
Nominating Committee  They have two people 
and are working on a third. 
 
Committee Temple Talk Updates by  

Committee Chairs  Lynn will send out reminders. 
Speakers should speak slowly and step closer to 
the microphone. 
 
Date for Annual Meeting is February 12th.  
Need sign-in sheets and people in the back to 
count yes and no votes. 
 
2017 Budget  Tom presented the budget.  Discussion 
ensued. Winnie moved that we approve the  
finance committee’s presentation of the 2017 
budget to be presented to the congregation at the 
annual meeting on February 12th; Jack seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

III. Committee Reports 
Evangelism  No report. 
 
Fellowship  Hot brunch after the service when the 
bishop is here. 
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Upcoming Worship Services 
 

February 
Feb. 5: Two services at 9 & 11 AM 
 
Feb. 12: One combined service at 10 AM;  
   Annual Congregational Meeting follows the 
   service beginning approximately 11:15 a.m. 
 
Feb. 19: Two services at 9 & 11 AM 
 
Feb. 26: Two services at 9 & 11 AM 
 
March 
Mar. 1: Ash Wednesday, Worship Service & 
   Imposition of Ashes, 7 PM (No soup supper) 

Below is a picture that appeared in the  

recent Lutheran Border Concerns  

newsletter about our mission trip  

to Mexico last summer. 

Finance  Committee met and went over the budget. 
 
Personnel  No report. 
 
Property  Tom Poppitz had someone in to work 
on the sprinkler system.  He is going through the 
list from the fire inspection. 
 
Social Ministry  No report. 
 
Stewardship  Please do not use old offering  
envelopes from past years. The numbering system 
has been changed for 2017. 
 
Weddings and Retreats  Five requests for 2017 
already. 
 
Worship and Music  Advent and Christmas season 
were successful. 
 
Christian Ed. Sunday School will provide snacks 
for the annual meeting on Sunday,  
February 12th. 
 
CAT (Children And Teens)  Ski trip this weekend 
(Jan. 20-22.) Deadlines are coming up for Mexico 
Mission trip, etc. 
 

IV. Announcements and Concerns 
Priscilla Repetti had a hip replacement; she is 
home and doing well. Judy Brosz is in the  
hospital and is not doing well. Wayne and Eric 

Seppler are both home from the hospital. 
 

V. Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
Next meeting is on Thurs., February 16th. Dawn 
Dooley has devotions. 
 
 

Offering Envelopes for 2017 
 
New offering envelopes for 2017 are now 
available for you to pick up after services on 
Sunday. Please find your box on the table in the 
Narthex. (Note: be sure to use new envelopes for 

2017. To ensure bankers credit the correct  

family with their 2017 offering, please do not use 

old envelopes from past years. Your 2016 number 

from last year may not be your number this year; 

it may now be assigned to another member.) 
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Sign Up To Volunteer in Services 

during March 
 
You are invited to sign up to help out in  
upcoming services in March as reader, usher/
greeter, communion assistant, coffee host, etc. 
Please add your name to one (or more) of the 
openings on the sign-up sheets as you exit church 
on Sundays, or sign up online; click this blue link 
below to open and access the schedule spreadsheet 
online. https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1S6CrZx30MUqmjR83-6adVmV79B6y-
I0oiOp3YIBpYbE/edit#gid=1562930590  
When the document opens you will see the  
February schedule. Simply scroll down to also 
access the March schedule. Enter your name in 
any of the slots that are blank that you wish to 
volunteer for. The document automatically saves 
the information for you. There is no need to Save 
your information once you’ve typed it in. When 
you’re  finished,  c lose the tab or  
window that opened when you clicked on the link. 
Adults, children, and youth are all  
welcome to help! 
 

Enjoy the Convenience of  

Electronic Giving 
 
Immanuel Lutheran Church wants to remind you 
that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate 
your regular offering. Electronic giving offers  
convenience for individual members and provides 
much-needed donation consistency for our  
congregation. The electronic giving is used to 
automatically transfer funds from your checking 
or savings account to the church’s bank account. 
Online Giving is easy to set up and manage. Go 
to www.ilclosaltos.com/online-giving/ at any time to 
start an automatic donation plan, change your  
current donation plan, make a one-time donation 
or view your online donation history. As you  
contemplate future contributions, please consider 
electronic giving. Authorization forms and  
additional information are available from the 
church office. 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 12 
One Combined Service 10:00 a.m. 

Annual Meeting begins 11:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will begin approximately 11:15 in the  
fellowship hall.  Sunday School will be providing snacks for everyone’s enjoyment.  

Your attendance is important. Please plan to be there. 
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Western States Youth Gathering  

June 28–July 2  
This is a phenomenal experience. 1,000 youth 
from California, Arizona, Nevada, Washington, 
Oregon and others will gather to celebrate our 
Lord. The event is a wonderful time for the kids to 
be around others in a wonderful spiritual  
environment. There will be awesome, trips, games, 
music and speakers. This trip is for any youth 
entering 9th grade to entering college. I cannot 
emphasize enough the fun of this trip and hope 
you will sign your youth up. The dates are June 
28th- July 2nd. There is a deposit of $100 due on 
Feb. 26th. The remaining $200 will be due on the 
day we depart. The church will cover the remain-
der of the registration. The kids will need to bring 
some spending money, and money for food on 
three occasions. 
 

Vacation Bible School  

at Immanuel 

July 17–21 
Immanuel Lutheran Church is offering VBS/Day 
Camp this year July 17-21. The Day Camp is for 
all Bay Area children old enough to enter  
kindergarten through those entering 6th grade. 
Immanuel also offers Pre-K VBS/Day Camp for 
children 3-5 years old. This is a half-day program 
running from 9am to Noon. Trained Staff from 
Immanuel lead programs that “go beyond  
Vacation Bible School.” 
 
Who:   
- Pre-K through those entering 6th grade 
     Pre-K are children 3 and 4 yrs old. 
- K-6th grade are children from 5 yrs. old through 
     entering 6th grade 
- Parents have the choice of putting their 5 yr. old 
     in either Pre-K or K 
 

When:  
Monday to Thursday, 9am–3pm,  
    (9am–Noon for Pre-K) 
Thursday evening 6–8pm with potluck and  
    kids program 
Friday from 9am–Noon (Water Day!!) 
 
Day Camp registration and health forms for each 
camper must be completed to participate. 
 
Registration information will be coming soon! 
 
Bring sunscreen, a water bottle and lunch.  
Children are given a T-Shirt, mid-morning snacks 
and they participate in active Bible encounters, 
crafts, games, songs and will be provided the  
necessary supplies to have a whole lot of fun in a 
completely camp fashion! 
 
 

Mexico 2017 

July 30–August 5th 
Mexico is always one of our biggest trips and very 
memorable. We encourage the youth to experience 
this trip, even if they have gone before. It is my 
favorite week of the year. The cost of the trip is 
$450 with a $150 non-refundable deposit due on 
March 26th. 
 
If you have any questions on any of the youth trips 
please let Danny Dye know. We thank you for your 
continued support and look forward to a fun 2017. 
 
God bless, 
 
Danny 

 
 

YOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRY    
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Birthdays   

 
Hank Ford Feb. 4 

Denise Flagg Feb. 6 

Adam Schini Feb. 6 

Lori Roberts Feb. 7 

C.J. Stearns Feb. 7 

Tressa Stearns Feb. 7 

Jessica Spradlin Feb. 10 

Paula Ford Feb. 11 

Dolores Fuller Feb. 15 

Mike Spradlin Feb. 15 

Carol Gonzales  Feb. 16 

James Hayes Feb. 16 

Emma Danford Feb. 18 

Paul Dhuse Feb. 18 

Paul Schick Feb. 19 

Judi Mirich Feb. 20 

Andrew Danford Feb. 23 

Tom Hampton  Feb. 28 

 

Anniversaries  
 
Gary & Pat Walz Feb. 12 

Robert & Cheryl Bartholomew Feb. 14 

Denise & Mickey Flagg Feb. 25 

Mary & Carmine Adriani Feb. 27 
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The confirmation retreat at  The confirmation retreat at  The confirmation retreat at  The confirmation retreat at      

Mount Cross camp has been  Mount Cross camp has been  Mount Cross camp has been  Mount Cross camp has been      

rescheduled for the weekend of rescheduled for the weekend of rescheduled for the weekend of rescheduled for the weekend of     

April 28April 28April 28April 28----30. 30. 30. 30.     

Information about registration Information about registration Information about registration Information about registration     

will be coming soon.will be coming soon.will be coming soon.will be coming soon.    

Each month in the newsletter we celebrate birthdays and anniversaries of members at  

Immanuel. As the year progresses, if you do not see your (or your family members) birthday or  

anniversary listed, please let the office know. This is especially addressed to our  

newest members. We don’t want to leave anyone out! 

February 
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