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Sunday Worship Schedule 
9:00 AM – Service with contemporary music  |  11:00 AM – Traditional service and hymns 

Adult Education between services  |  Youth Group – 6:00-7:30pm  

IIIIMMANUELMMANUELMMANUELMMANUEL    LLLLUTHERANUTHERANUTHERANUTHERAN    CCCCHURCHHURCHHURCHHURCH    
“EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE SHARE THE UNCONDITIONAL 

LOVE OF CHRIST THROUGH SERVING OUR COMMUNITY” 

“God is With Us”                                                   December 2017 

This year I am especially celebrating the gifts of 
life and community. The quadruple bypass my 
wife went through in early November illustrated 
again for me just how precious life is. I am grateful 
for the gift of her life, for the faith that sustains us 
through a time like this, and for the gifts of kindness 
and love we have received from all of you. Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem, so that we might have life 
and know our worth in God’s eyes. Jesus was 

Pastor’s Message 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Immanuel, 
 
December has arrived, and with it the season of 
Advent leading us into the celebration of Christmas. 
In just a few short weeks we will once again be 
remembering Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem and the 
profound changes his arrival brought to our world 
and to our lives. 
 

Christmas Holiday Schedule 2017Christmas Holiday Schedule 2017Christmas Holiday Schedule 2017Christmas Holiday Schedule 2017    
 
Sunday, December 3 – First Sunday of Advent 
  - Services at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
  - Deck the Halls – 12 Noon (decorating Christmas trees) 
  - Holiday Craft Fair – 10am to 4pm 
 
Sunday, December 10 – Second Sunday of Advent 
One Service at 10AM – Sunday School Christmas pageant 
 
Sunday, December 17 – Third Sunday of Advent 
Services at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
 
Thursday, December 21 – Living Nativity and Petting Zoo, 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Come meet the animals along with Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. Stay for some snacks, music, and crafts for kids. 
 
Sunday, December 24 – Fourth Sunday of Advent:  One Service at 10AM  
 
Sunday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
  7:00pm – Pre-service Jazz Concert 
  7:30pm – Christmas Candlelight Service with Children’s Nativity 
  9:45pm – Pre-service Classical Concert 
10:00pm – Christmas Candlelight Service 
 
Sunday, December 31 –  Service with Lessons and Carols:  One Service at 10AM  



 
born in Bethlehem so that we might be brought 
closer to one another – “peace and goodwill to 
all,” the angels proclaimed. Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem so that his community of faith might 
also be born and give us Christian brothers and 
sisters to accompany us on our journey through 
this life. May these true gifts of Christmas be felt 
in all our hearts as we celebrate together this year. 
 
This newsletter is filled with opportunities for us 
to come together, to serve, and to celebrate in that 
spirit of Christmas. Tree decorating on Sunday, 
December 3; our children’s Christmas program on 
September 10; the living Nativity complete with a 
live outdoor manger scene and a petting zoo on 
December 21; and of course our beautiful Christmas 
Eve concerts and candlelight services. 
 
I wish you and your family God’s blessings and 
peace throughout this holiday time. 
 
Pastor David 

Food Containers Ready to be 

Picked Up 
 
We thank everyone for their generosity of time 
and preparing / delivering delicious meals to Carla 
and Pastor David.  He has returned many food 
containers which are now on top of the freezer in 
the kitchen waiting to be picked up. Please be sure 
to claim yours next time you’re at church. 
 
 

End of Year Finance Report 
 
As we enter the month of December our congre-
gation finds itself in a financial shortfall of  
approximately $30,000 when comparing income 
to expenses this year. We are hoping for a strong 
December to help us overcome this deficit.  
During these final weeks of the year any gifts you 
can offer to help our church finish the year in the 
black will be greatly appreciated. We are grateful 
for the blessings Immanuel has experienced in 
2017, and thank all of you for the support that 
makes this ministry possible. 

 
2 / DECEMBER  

Thanks to all who have 
participated in our current 
stewardship drive, “Circle 
of Giving,” emphasizing 
how how ministry works 
like a circle of love and 
caring. God blesses me with 
the gifts of life. I give back 
to God through my offerings. Then I and many 
others are blessed as the circle grows. 
 
If you were unable to turn in your pledge sheet, 
please know that we are still accepting these in 
the coming weeks. Just drop yours in the Sunday 
offering, or bring or mail it to the church office. 
Additional forms and pledge packets are available 
in the Narthex or church office. Pledges can also 
be made online at www.ilclosaltos.com. Thanks 
to all for generously supporting this congregation. 

Message from Carla:  THANK YOU! 
 
I want to thank everyone who has sent cards, 
prayers, and good wishes my way since my 
heart procedure in early November. Your 
support has meant so much to us. Thanks 
also to all (and there are many of you!) who 
have brought food to our home to help see us 
through this time. The food has been  
delicious and is so helpful at a time like this. 
God’s blessings to all of you during this  
holiday season.  



 
New Banking Team Volunteers 

Needed in 2018 and  
Current Banking Team Training 

 
There will be training for new 
and current members on  
Sunday, December 10th in 

the church office after the 

10:00 a.m. service.  All are 
welcome to come and learn 
how your contributions are  

recorded. NEW VOLUNTEERS WILL NOT BE 
DOING THIS ALONE!  Please join current bankers 
for this training. Banking teams rotate every 6 
weeks so this is not a weekly volunteer position.  
Contact me, Kim Jackson, by email at 
kim.jackson@comcast.net or phone (650) 776-
4848 to learn more.  I can also work with anyone 
interested on another Sunday if not available on 
December 10. Thank you.  I look forward to  
working with you in the future. 
 
 

Financial Secretary Needed 
 
Please contact Kim Jackson if you 
would be interested in learning 
more about becoming the Financial 
Secretary at Immanuel.  Kim is 
leaving to travel abroad for a year and a replace-
ment is needed ASAP to learn from her what is 
needed to keep the position covered in her  
absence. Contact her by email at 
kim.jackson@comcast.net or by phone at (650) 
776-4848 to learn more.   
 
 

Christmas Poinsettia Dedications  
 
The Christmas poinsettia 
dedications sign-up sheet is 
on the table in the  
Narthex. The recommended 
donation is $15 per plant. 
There are envelopes for 
your contribution on the 

table which may be placed in the offering plate or 
given to Nancy in the office. 
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Salvation Army Giving Tree 
 
The Giving Tree is set up in the 
Fellowship Hall and tags for 
girls, boys, and seniors are hung 
on it. For the girls and boys an 
age and a suggested” gift is 
specified on the tags; on the tags 
for seniors a gift is “suggested.”  
Please examine the tags and take 
one or more.  It is not imperative 
to provide the “suggested” gift, 
just a gift similar to the stated suggestion for the 
age that costs in the range of $15-$25 (normal 
retail). You are welcome to purchase gift cards as 
well. After you have purchased the gift(s), attach 
the tag(s), and bring the gift card(s) or gift(s) in 

original packaging but UNWRAPPED back to 

Immanuel by Sunday, December 17. Leave the 
gift(s) in the Salvation Army barrel by the tree or 
around the tree. Contact Robin Livengood at 650-
938-8087 if you have any questions. Thank you!  

 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Friday, December 29, 9am-2pm 
 
There will be a Red Cross blood drive at Immanuel 
on Friday, Dec. 29, 9am to 2pm, in the fellowship 
hall. Give blood. Give something that means 
something. 
 
 

“Immanuel Reads” Next Book & 

Discussion Date Selected 

Saturday, February 3, 5:00 p.m. 
 
We have selected “Loving Frank”, by Nancy 
Horan as our next book. “A transporting drama…
truly artful fiction.” (The NY Times)  “If Frank 
Lloyd Wright is the reason people will pick up 
this book, Mamah Borthwick is the reason they 
will keep reading it. Loving Frank (is) a beautifully 
designed, innovative and noteworthy work of 
art.”(Chicago Tribune)  We will meet on Sat., 
February 3rd, at 5:00 PM to review the book and 
enjoy our potluck dinner at 6 PM.  Come join us, 
reading optional. 

+  



 

www.ilclosaltos.com 4 / DECEMBER  

Council Meeting Minutes 

November 14, 2017 
 
I. Officers Reports 
Pastor’s Report  No report 
 
President’s Report 

• Reformation Sunday was a big success, the 
service and the presentation 

• Parents Night Out and Pumpkin Party on 
the 28th of October was a success, about 20 
kids and 7 teens 

• Staff Gifts  The envelopes went out starting 
last Sunday and planning on giving out the 
18th of December. Please put your name or 
number on the envelope if you are donating 
cash. 

• Recap on the burst pipe repair at Baby 

World  We received the insurance check last 
week 

• (Additional) Outside lights have been  
installed for better night vision 

 
Vice President’s Report  Update on Carla: she is 
home and glad to be there. Please remember to 
support Carla and Pastor David with prayers and 
dinners (there is an online document in which you 
can sign up to prepare and deliver dinner(s) while 
Carla recovers from her surgery. (Note: all dates 
for meals on the sign-up sheet have been filled.) 
 
Secretary’s Report  No Report 
 
Treasurer’s Report  Report attached (in council 
packet) 
 
II. Old Business 
Stewardship Update 

• Successful presentation of the Stewardship 

drive last Sunday (November 19.) 

• Hope to get the remainder of the pledges 

next Sunday (November 26.) 

• Stewardship committee will follow up with  
congregation members that have not submitted 
the pledge 

• Food Drive this coming Sunday, Nov, 26. 

• Final Budget Request for 2018  Committee 
budgets need to be submitted by Dec. 1st. 

 

III. New Business 

• December date for Council Meeting  Moving 
up the December meeting to the 12th. 

• Nominating Committee  Need to form a  
committee for the next year. Chad Stearns 
volunteered. 

 
IV. Committee Highlights 
Evangelism 

• Holiday Ads are starting; one for the Living 
Nativity (Thurs., Dec. 21) and one for the 
Christmas Eve services; running in the Los 
Altos Town Crier and the Mountain View 
Voice. 

• Google Ads for Christmas services start the 
middle of November 

• Need to update the web site for the Christmas 
services 

• Handouts/flyers to hand out about upcoming 
events happening at the church 

• Holiday banner for the street 

• Christmas schedule should be in the bulletin 
starting next week 

 
Fellowship 

• Reformation Sunday was a big success 

• Veterans Sunday luncheon was also success; 
hosted by the Sunday School 

• Planning a wine and cheese event January 6th 
 
Finance  Above 
 
Personnel  No report 
 
Property 

• The Sanctuary furnace was fixed 

• Basketball hoop is up (in the back parking 
lot); Thank you to the Jackson/Rossi Family 

 
Social Ministry 

• The Salvation Army Giving Tree should be 
up by Thanksgiving weekend 

• Food Drive this coming Sun., November 19 
 
Stewardship  Above 
 
Weddings and Retreats  Attached (in council 
packet) 
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December Birthdays   

 
Diana Hage Dec. 3 
Bob Bartholomew Dec. 4 
Erik Danford Dec. 6 
Marissa Hampton Dec. 7 
Mary Adriani Dec. 9 
Jack Knutson Dec. 9 
Pastor David Schick Dec. 9 
Winnie Manners Dec. 13 
Kristen Winant Dec. 15 
Jack Ahrens Dec. 16 
Magdalena Novotna Dec. 16 
Charlotte Scheuerlein Dec. 16 
Alissa Danford Dec. 17 
Carmine Adriani  Dec. 22 
Terry Higgins Dec. 23 
Heather Peters Dec. 23 
Nancy Allgeier Dec. 24 
George Poppitz Dec. 24 
Mark Roberts Dec. 24 
Laura Manners Dec. 29 
Ingrid Stahl Dec. 29 
Dita Hayes Dec. 30 
Hannah Paulson  Dec. 30 
Heidi Chase Dec. 31 
Hana Jones Dec. 31 
 

December Anniversaries  
 
Homer & Helen Wells Dec. 15 
Chad & Pam Stearns Dec. 28 
Adriana Hampton & Allen Lunsford Dec. 30 

Each month in the newsletter we celebrate  

birthdays and anniversaries of members at  

Immanuel. As the year progresses, if you do not 

see your (or your family members) birthday or 

anniversary listed, please let the office know. This 

is especially addressed to our newest members. 

We don’t want to leave anyone out! 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    

Wine & Cheese Tasting 
 

Saturday, January 6, 2018      

4:30-6:30pm     Fireside Room 
 

Join us for a fun family night of 
wine and cheese tasting.  Please 
bring along a bottle of your  
favorite wine wrapped up for a 
blind taste test.  We'll have 
cheese and snacks to pair along 
with what you're tasting.  
Children will enjoy sparkling apple cider. Hope 
to see you there! 

 

Worship and Music 
Note that a correction needs to be made in the 
bulletins; Christmas Boughs and Bows should be 
on Saturday, December 2nd; Church Christmas 
trees decorating on Sunday, December 3rd. 
 
Christian Education  No report 
 
Children and Teens 

• Youth Dinner Theatre this coming Sunday, 
November 19. 

• 2018 National Youth Gathering reservations 
are due tomorrow (November 15) for the lowest 
price; youth can continue to sign up for the 
next couple of months at a slightly higher 
cost. 

• Living Nativity is on Thurs., December 21, 
5:30-8:00 p.m. 

 
V. Next Scheduled Meeting 
December 12, devotions by Martha Lambert 



 

YOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRY    
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One combined service next Sunday, December 10, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Calling all Sunday Schoolers for the “Scavenger Hunt” Christmas Pageant 
 
The entire congregation and friends are invited to a combined service at 
10:00 a.m., on Sun., Dec. 10, in which our youth and Sunday School  
children will participate in our Christmas Pageant under the direction of 
Samantha Repetti. This year’s theme will be a “Scavenger Hunt.” It’s a simple 
skit and costumes will be provided. You will have music assistance from the 
Praise Team and congregation. Get ready to spread the love of Jesus and help 
us find the story of Christmas. 
 
There will be a rehearsal for all kids who want to participate in the Christmas Pageant. The  
rehearsal will be on Saturday, December 9, at 1:00 p.m., for one hour. Parents are more than welcome 
to stay and watch. See Samantha for more information or if you have questions. 

Living Nativity 
Thursday, December 21 

 
Sr. High Night and Congregation  

Celebration, 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
 

Immanuel will be hosting a Living Nativity on 
Thurs., December 21, from 5:30-8pm. It’s an out-
door festival that helps to visually demonstrate the 
Christmas Story and will include a manger scene, 
music, crafts for kids, food, and a petting zoo. This 
is a good way for the church to reach out to the 
community and to share the gift of the birth of our Lord and Savior.   
 
You’re invited to come and be a part of this great event! The Sr. High will perform the Nativity, and we will 
need people who will volunteer to bring snacks and Chili/Soup, help with crafts for the young kids, the  
petting zoo and music. Please sign up with Danny after one of the Sunday services (Dec. 3, 10, or 17.) 
 
Please help Immanuel spread the Good News to our community!!! 
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Christmas Eve “Instant Nativity” 
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National Youth Gathering    June 27-July 1, 2018 in Houston 
 

Open to youth in grades 8-12 
 

More spots have opened up so we’re still accepting deposits for registration! 
 

A $150 deposit is needed for registration.  
 

Contact Danny (dyedanny@me.com) if you have questions. 
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We  be l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  no  p e r s on  o r  c r e a t e d  t h i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  a c t i v e  l o v e  
a nd  g r a ce  o f  God  s hown  t o  u s  so  c l e a r l y  i n  J e su s  Ch r i s t .  


