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and launched the Reformation. We also visited 
Eisleben, the town of his birth and death, and 
got to see the city (Leipzig) and church where 
Johan Sebastian Bach composed and played his 
amazing music. We spent time connecting with 
a close pastor friend of ours from our college 
years, who now pastors a church in the black 
forest area of southern Germany. We  
reconnected with youth that I oversaw as a 
youth leader back in the mid-1970s. It has been 
over 40 years since I had any contact with most 
of them, but the warmth of our relationship  
continued and picked up right where we left off. 
Near the end of our trip we went to a meditative 
retreat center in an ancient monastery in the 
middle of a forest in north-central Germany. 
One of the directors of the retreat center was 
our host, and our time there was beautiful and   
renewing. In addition to all these learning  
experiences, we were able to do some  
sightseeing and resting in places like the ancient 
medieval town of Goslar; in beautiful cities like 
Nürnberg, Fulda, and Bamberg; and in the town 

Pastor’s Message 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Immanuel, 
 
I hope you're having an enjoyable and restful  
summer. Since our last newsletter, Carla and I 
returned from the sabbatical trip we took in 
Europe. It was a truly exciting and interesting 
time. 
 
During the three weeks we were there we  
visited over 15 cities and towns, and connected 
with dozens of friends, colleagues, and acquaint-
ances that we know and have worked with in 
the past. We began with a meaningful time at a 
reunion for teachers and students of the  
Lutheran school where I taught in the city of 
Bratislava, Slovakia. I was the speaker at a  
special chapel service they held, and it was 
wonderful seeing what has developed in the 
lives of so many students and colleagues we 
knew there. A highlight of our time was visiting 
the areas where Martin Luther was active 500 
years ago at the beginning of the Reformation. 
We had an amazing few days getting to know 
the city of Wittenberg where he worked, lived, 
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9am – Service with contemporary music 
 11am – Traditional service and hymns 
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of Steinau an der Strasse, where the Brothers 
Grimm had lived and worked. Carla and I plan 
to offer a presentation of our sabbatical, but 
because of many conflicts during the month of  
August, we’re thinking it most likely will need 
to be scheduled in September. Stay tuned for 
the exact date. 
 
Since returning to work at Immanuel, it has 
been a busy summer. Two weeks ago I was  
involved in a very rousing and successful VBS 
program put on by Danny and our youth for over 
60 children. This past Saturday (July 29) we saw 
Danny and the youth off on their annual  
mission trip to Mexico. That same day we  
celebrated Bob Simmen’s 90th birthday at the 
church. This past Sunday (July 30) we said 
farewell to Perry Thoorsell, as he moves to  
Oregon to begin a new life there with his  
family. Our search for a new praise team  
director begins in earnest. One more event we 
want you to be aware of this month is our  
annual church picnic, which will take place on 
August 27 beginning with a combined service 
at 10:00. At that service we’ll share highlights 
of this summer’s mission, including the youth 
Mexico trip and my sabbatical. 
 
All of these many activities we engage in not 
merely for the sake of being an active or busy 
church, but to grow faith and awareness of 
God’s grace and presence in our lives, and to 
share God’s Good News with those around us. I 
thank you for your involvement and support of 
this congregation as we continue to find new 
ways of serving God together. 
 
See you in church. 
 
Pastor David 
 
 

Wheelchair Needed 
 
In our congregation we have a member who is 
in need of a wheelchair so that they can attend  
services here on Sundays. If you know how  
Immanuel can get a donated wheelchair please 
contact the office or let Pastor David know. 
 
 

The Ladies Evening Group… 
 
...will do something different this month. We 
will go to brunch/lunch on Tuesday, August 29, 
11:00 a.m. at Country Gourmet, located on 
Mary Ave. and Fremont Ave. in Sunnyvale. 
Please let Ruth Ann Johnson know if you plan 
to attend by August 27. Contact her at 408-736-
1665 or raj1036@att.net. 
 
 

Church Council Meeting Minutes 

July 18, 2017 
 
Council Members 
Chad Stearns (President), Lynn North (Vice  

President), Tom Hampton (Treasurer),  

Lisa Paulson (Secretary), Dawn Dooley,  

Jim Hayes, Kim Jackson, Dan Johnson, Jack 

Knutson, Martha Lambert, Jayne Reimer-

Chishty, Jeannette Ring, CJ Stearns, Rich Van 

Gaasbeck, Pastor David Schick 
 

I. Added Item   
Report from summer interns, Christine Peters, 
Cammie Johnson: 
VBS:  We have 60 kids this year, 7 to 10 more 
than last year. Lots of repeat families. As of 
right now most everyone has paid.  Lots of 
helpers 18/20, lots of new helpers.  Potluck at 
6pm on Thurs., (July 20.)  Encouraging people 
to come to the service on Sunday (July 23) too.  
Need to look into online payment/prior payments 
for next year.  Special thanks to Mrs. Jan 
Ahrens for the great lunches. 
Mexico trip is coming up shortly.  We have 
seen some drops from the trip so not sure how 
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many youth will join at this point.  May only be 
able to build two instead of three houses. Sam 
Repetti and Dan Johnson will be joining the trip. 
Interns will be be working with us through 

September on mission, VBS and social media. 
 

II. Officers Reports 
Pastor’s Report   
Sabbatical discussion, thank you for your  
support, it was a fabulous trip. More details 
about the trip later, date TBD. 
Kate Warn the missionary that we  
supported in Rwanda is coming home.  We 
have a covenant to support three missions;  
Pastor has proposed four options for the  
replacement. Council liked the Central  
American options. 
Pastor Schroder sent us pictures from the 
early days of Immanuel. 
 
President’s Report  N/A 
 
Vice President’s Report  N/A 
 
Secretary’s Report  N/A 
 
Treasurer’s Report  Report attached (in the 
council packet.)  Discussion ensued. 
 

III. Old Business 
Green Chinese School update  Additional 
classroom and additional revenue.  Request to 
keep the room as clean as possible. The income 
offsets the Korean Church revenue we lost. 
 
Roberts’ Rules of Order  Chad handed out the 
books. 
 

IV. New Business 
George Poppitz Eagle Scout project  
presentation (remove for this month, move to 
next month, August) 
Committee representation review 
Gift for Perry  Discussion ensued. Jack made 
a motion to give a gift to Perry of $500.00.  
Jeannette seconded the motion. 

V. Committee Highlights 
Evangelism  Ads ready for back to school.  
Also did a lot of marketing around the Best of 
Silicon Valley.  We should use the BOS logo. 
 
Fellowship  Picnic on August 27th (following 
the 10 AM service.) 
 
Finance 
 
Personnel 
 
Property   

Freezer has been fixed. 
Fireside room bathroom; the toilet is getting 
progressively worse.  We agree that we need to 
get a new new toilet and will look into getting it 
scoped. 
Request to look into special fund for getting air 
conditioning in the fellowship hall 
Request to look into new carpet in the  
fellowship hall 
Air conditioner in the sanctuary needs to be 
fixed. 
Need to look into motion sensors for the handi-
cap area and the other walkways 
 
Social Ministry 
 
Stewardship 
 
Weddings and Retreats  Report attached (in 
the council packet.) 
 
Worship and Music working on the  
transition after Perry 
 
Christian Education  VBS, Rally Day 
 
Children and Teens 

 

VI. Announcements and Concerns 
 
VII. Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
 
VIII. Next Scheduled Meeting   
August 15th, devotions by Jack Knutson 



 

Mexico Mission Trip  

July 29–August 5 
The Mexico Mission Trip is a wonderful 
service opportunity for the youth of Immanuel. 
The youth will spend a week in Tijuana 
building homes for families in need. They also 
spend the week running a Vacation Bible 
School for the young children in the 
community. The week is filled with devotions, 
testimonials, and working with the families at 
the home site. This is an excellent opportunity 
to be introduced to another culture, one with 
needs that are often greater than our own, and 
is, therefore, very eye-opening for the youth. It 
leaves a major impact on their lives and hearts 
as they come home. The Mexico Mission Trip 
began Saturday, July 29. Please keep us in your 
prayers and thoughts as we work and travel, and 
generously support this mission outreach of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. 

YOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRY    

www.ilclosaltos.com 4 / AUGUST  

Vacation Bible School 2017  

was a great success!  
We’d like to thank all those who  

participated in this year’s VBS. We had 

over 60 campers this year, ages 3 through 

12 years, and were led by over 20 youth 

volunteers. The youth did a fantastic job 

of creating a wonderful atmosphere with 

awesome decorations, and handled 

everything with great professionalism.  

Everyone really worked together as a 

community to provide a wonderful and 

spirit-filled week for all the kids and their 

families. Great job Danny and the  

youth volunteers!  



 

YOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRY    
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Sunday School Kickoff & Kids’ CarnivalSunday School Kickoff & Kids’ CarnivalSunday School Kickoff & Kids’ CarnivalSunday School Kickoff & Kids’ Carnival    
Sunday, September 10, 9:00Sunday, September 10, 9:00Sunday, September 10, 9:00Sunday, September 10, 9:00----10:30am10:30am10:30am10:30am    

    

Come join us for our annual Come join us for our annual Come join us for our annual Come join us for our annual     
Sunday School kickSunday School kickSunday School kickSunday School kick----off.  off.  off.  off.      

Where kids Fly High in the Spirit!Where kids Fly High in the Spirit!Where kids Fly High in the Spirit!Where kids Fly High in the Spirit!    
Games            Ice Cream        Games            Ice Cream        Games            Ice Cream        Games            Ice Cream            

Face Painting            PrizesFace Painting            PrizesFace Painting            PrizesFace Painting            Prizes 

                                    Summer Kidz Adventure ClubSummer Kidz Adventure ClubSummer Kidz Adventure ClubSummer Kidz Adventure Club    
 

                            Children will meet together on Sundays from 9:20 to 10:00. 
 

                                        Join us in creating a wonderful Kids Adventure Club this summer—it  
                                       is all about sharing your talents and hobbies—whatever they are!!  
                                      Call or email Judy Schini  (408-246-5558 or jschini1@gmail.com)  
                                     to volunteer today!  Come be a part of the kids Spirit-Filled Adventure 
                                   this summer.  Be sure to look for the sign-up chart in the narthex to  
                                  sign up.  
 Remaining Kidz Adventure Club Schedule 

Aug. 6  Stamps & Stickers (Doug Daetz)  Aug. 27  Activity TBD (Dawn Dooley) 

Aug. 13  Meet Joseph (Junette Higgins)  Sept. 3  OPEN 

Aug. 20  Activity TBD (Carla Schick)  Sept. 10  Sunday School Kick-off / Kids Carnival 
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Birthdays   

Bob Simmen Aug. 1 

Julie Barton Aug. 8 

Penny Robertson Aug. 8 

Chris Walz Aug. 8 

Gillian Swail Aug. 13 

Jim Ball Aug. 14 

Tom Brosz Aug. 14 

Lucas Peters Aug. 15 

Jeanne Petersen  Aug. 17 

Margo Lee Aug. 21 

Daniela Roark Aug. 21 

Arvey Steinbergs Aug. 24 

Julie Boardman Aug. 25 

Judith Brosz Aug. 26 

Julius Baur Aug. 28 

David Lee Aug  29 

Karalena Davis  Aug. 31 

 

Anniversaries  
Debbie & Scott Swail Aug. 6 

Roy & Andrea Scheuerlein Aug. 15 

Wayne & Mary Seppeler Aug. 15 

Pilar & Thomas Poppitz Aug. 17 

Diane & Burt Demo Aug. 22 

Dianne & Jim Ball Aug. 31 

 

 

Each month in the newsletter we celebrate 

birthdays and anniversaries of members at  

Immanuel. As the year progresses, if you do 

not see your (or your family members)  

birthday or anniversary listed, please let the 

office know. This is especially addressed to  

our newest members. We don’t want to  

leave anyone out! 
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AugustAugustAugustAugust    

Sunday, August 27 
One Combined Service at 10am  

Youth Mission Sunday  
 

Church Picnic at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Our 5th annual church picnic begins at 

11:30 a.m., so plan to attend and bring 

your favorite side dish, salad, or dessert. The 

Fellowship Committee will provide  

hamburgers and hotdogs with all the  

trimmings, as well as coffee, tea, and  

lemonade. We’ll take a free will offering 

which will help to offset the expenses. To 

help us in planning, please sign up in the 

Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings  

during coffee hour. Come enjoy a  

relaxing time with our Immanuel family  

on Sunday, August 27th. 
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