
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church   1715 Grant Road   Los Altos, CA  94024 
Phone: 650.967.4906      Fax: 650.965.0902 

E-mail: office@praiseimmanuel.com      Web site: www.ilclosaltos.com 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
9am – Service with contemporary music 
 11am – Traditional service and hymns 

Adult Education between services  
Youth Group – 6:00 - 7:30pm  

Pastor’s Message 
 
Dear People of Immanuel, 
 
I hope you are having a restful and blessed 

summer, filled with meaningful activity, 

family time, and a sense of God’s presence in 

your life. As you know, all of life has 

challenges. Restful summers are no  

exception. My challenge this summer has 

been to focus on resting and recovering from 

the health problems I began experiencing in 

late spring. Since then I have undergone 

many medical tests. The result of that testing 

determined that the majority of my problem 

is caused by issues in my upper spine, 

primarily in the nerves, vertebrae, and 

muscles in my neck. About a month ago I 

started into physical therapy, and I am 

making slow and steady progress aimed at 

reducing inflammation and strengthening 

areas where nerves are being compressed.  

IIIIMMANUELMMANUELMMANUELMMANUEL    LLLLUTHERANUTHERANUTHERANUTHERAN    CCCCHURCHHURCHHURCHHURCH    
“EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE SHARE THE UNCONDITIONAL 

LOVE OF CHRIST THROUGH SERVING OUR COMMUNITY” 

“God is With Us”                                                        August 2016 

During the month of June I lay low with a 

combination of vacation and some health 

leave. In July I have been gradually scaling 

up my activity, serving in each of the  

Sunday services alongside staff and lay 

leaders. I am extremely grateful to all who 

are enabling me to take this time to regain my 

health. Danny has shown great leadership 

assisting me and covering many things during 

this time. Nancy and the rest of our staff have 

taken on a lot of things to give me extra 

opportunities to rest and recover. Our council, 

worship leaders, youth, and Christian Ed. 

people have been awesome. I can’t even 

name all of the people in our congregation 

who are helping in so many ways, moving 

our ministry and programs forward now and 

in the past couple of months. This is a great 

church and you are great people. Together we 

are working to realize God’s mission in this 

place in all situations – in times of abundance 

or need, in times of sickness or health.  



 

2 www.ilclosaltos.com 

I have a ways to go yet, although my physical 

therapist says “we’re ahead of schedule.” 

He’s good, so I trust him, although I must 

admit one of my feelings is to experience 

impatience when I still have frequent days of 

weakness, pain, and not functioning up to the 

level I want. 
 
I’ll keep you posted on progress. I will be 

with our youth next week on the Mexico 

Mission Trip, although plans for that have 

obviously changed. I’ll be flying down  

instead of driving, in order to minimize 

physical stress. And of course my role will be 

modified – no laboring at the build site, but 

supplying spiritual direction and support to our 

volunteers. It’s a good role for a pastor, 

although I’ll miss the actual labor of building 

the houses. I really enjoyed that when 

participating in the past. Part of our growth as 

God’s children is to accept the limitations that 

any portion of our journey may impose on us, 

even as we work to overcome those 

limitations. Through it all we keep our eyes on 

the prize – the abundant life God has given us 

here in this world, and the promises of life 

beyond this world with those we love. 
 
May God bless you as you continue your 

journey during this summer and beyond. 
 
Pastor David 

 

Summer Finances 
 
We are pleased to inform the congregation 

that our Immanuel Endowment Fund is  

becoming quite healthy due to a number of 

recent generous estate gifts. This is the fund 

we are building to help give Immanuel a 

strong future years from now. According to 

our charter, the principal of these funds  

cannot be touched, but it can generate interest 

income in years to come as the fund contin-

ues to grow. In the meantime as often  

happens during the summer, supporting our 

general operating fund can be much more 

challenging. Mission and ministry have  

continued at a good pace this summer. (For 

instance, this first week of August a group of 

Immanuel’s youth and adults head to Mexico 

for our annual mission trip.) But with  

vacations and summer activities, people are 

away and unable to give as much or as  

regularly as usual. As a result we’re operating 

at a pretty large deficit at the moment. Any 

gifts you can give to help make up your usual 

offerings, or give your church an extra boost 

as we complete the summer and come into 

the fall will be a huge help.  Thank you for 

your continued support of Immanuel. 

 

 

Church Security 
 
We need volunteers to help with security 

checks on our doors each evening. Did you 

even know we did that? We do! We check to 

see that all exterior and interior doors of the 

Sanctuary and Fellowship/Office building are 

locked, all windows are shut and latched; 

certain inner doors are locked or shut for 

security and fire safety. We generally look 

around for lights left on or water left running 

in restrooms or kitchen and turn them off. 

This is needed because many groups use our 

church and may miss things on their way out. 

A
u
g
u
s
t 

God is always present and 
waiting to be discovered now  
in the present moment... 
 
 

 

 
...precisely where we are  

and in what we are doing. 
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It also discourages vandals and animals from 

damaging our Church buildings. This is a 

very easy way to serve your church 

community. Please consider taking at least 

one evening a week. Call Nancy in the office 

at (650) 967-4906 to let us know that you can 

help us in this endeavor. Special thanks to the 

people who have already been serving in this 

way: Dennis Cater, Terry Higgins, and 

Martha Lambert. 

 

 

“Immanuel Reads” Summer  

Selection 

Saturday, August 13, 5:00 p.m. 
 
This House of Sky by Ivan 

Doig is the next selection 

we’re  reading.  “The 

haunting, magnificently 

writ ten Memoir  that 

i n t ro d uc e d  a  ma j o r 

American writer and winner 

of the Wallace Stegner 

Award.” We also encourage 

you to read his fiction novels, they are all 

simple stories told well, my (Terry Higgins) 

favorites include Whistling Season, Dancing at 

the Rascal Fair, and The Last Bus to Wisdom. 

All books can be found in local libraries, 

online, and more recent editions in 

bookstores. We will meet to review the book 

and share what other “Doig” books we may 

have read on Sat., August 13, at 5:00pm, 

followed by our most excellent potluck 

dinner at 6:00.  

 

Church Council Meeting Minutes 

July 19, 2016 
 

I. Officers Reports 

Pastor’s Report   

A. VBS is this week (July 18-22.)  Sea theme. 

Thursday evening is a potluck dinner with a 

show for the parents.   

B. Pastor Lee, the previous pastor of the  

Korean church that was worshipping here, 

has terminal cancer, so the congregation has 

disbanded.  Duk Soo, a new Korean pastor, 

has met with David and would like to meet 

every Sunday, time TBD, and Friday from 7-9pm.   
 
President’s Report  No report. 
 
Vice President’s Report  No report. 
 
Secretary’s Report  No report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  See attached. 
 
II. Old Business 
Handyman Update  Two leads for possible 

handyman.  Discussion ensued about back-

ground checks, etc. Plan is to meet with these 

people in the next couple of weeks.   
 
Lawn Update  John forgot to plant the grass.  

He is supposed to do it next week. 
 
III. New Business 
Roberts’ Rules Overview will be done next 

meeting. 
 
IV. Committee Highlights 
Evangelism  When people do searches for 

Sunday School, Los Altos, worship services, 

Immanuel comes up first. Lynn has been 

working with Ideal Positions (web site place-

ment specialists) to set it up this way.  Danny 

and the youth also do a lot of posts on Face-

book. Discussion ensued. We don’t have a 

webmaster. Possible Sunday School schedule, 

confirmation on website. 
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Sunday School KickoffSunday School KickoffSunday School KickoffSunday School Kickoff    
& Kids’ Carnival& Kids’ Carnival& Kids’ Carnival& Kids’ Carnival    
Sunday, September 11, Sunday, September 11, Sunday, September 11, Sunday, September 11,     

9:009:009:009:00----10:30am10:30am10:30am10:30am    
    

Come join us for our annual Come join us for our annual Come join us for our annual Come join us for our annual 
Sunday School kickSunday School kickSunday School kickSunday School kick----off. Where off. Where off. Where off. Where 
kids Fly High in the Spirit!kids Fly High in the Spirit!kids Fly High in the Spirit!kids Fly High in the Spirit!    

• Games Games Games Games     
• Ice CreamIce CreamIce CreamIce Cream    
• Face PaintingFace PaintingFace PaintingFace Painting    
• PrizesPrizesPrizesPrizes    

    
 

Fellowship  Picnic is the last Sunday in  

August, the 28th. 
 
Finance  Tom will send out the first half year 

report to the committee chairs soon. Cards  

saying, “I give electronically” are now in the 

pews. 
 
Personnel  No report. 
 
Property  We have several dying trees.  

Chad to talk to John about this. Lynn thanked 

Linda Roarke and Tom and Karen Hampton 

for taking care of the plants in and around the 

church. Chad is to talk to Lori Gilmore at 

Comcast, but she is currently on vacation. 

Jim Hayes is the new property chair. 
 
Social Ministry  We are sponsoring a back-

pack drive again this year. 
 
Stewardship  Kim, Pastor, Nancy, and Judy 

Brosz have been going through the old  

directory and making calls to see if people 

still want to be included in the directory. 
 
Weddings and Retreats  See attached  

report (in council packet.) Five upcoming 

weddings scheduled. 
 
Worship and Music  One service July 24th 

and August 28th.  They have been using the 

new microphones, and they have been very 

happy with them. 
 
Christian Education  Judy and Kim Jackson 

cleaned one of the Sunday School rooms, and 

Judy plans on cleaning the other two before 

the Green Chinese School comes back  

August 1st.     
 
Children and Teens  The San Diego mission 

trip this year involved running VBS for a 

church, which went well. The youth have 

gone whitewater rafting, have VBS this 

week, and have the Mexico trip starting July 

30th.  The CAT group will have their annual 

planning meeting in August.   

V. Announcements & Concerns 
Pastor has been getting physical therapy for 

his neck, and has been slowly feeling better. 

Prayers for Pilar Garcia’s mother and the 

Poppitz family. 
 
VI. Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
Next scheduled meeting will be August 16.  

Devotions by Tom Hampton. 



 

YOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRY    
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Youth Summer Activities  

Sundays—Youth Group from 6-8pm Wednesdays—Movie Night 7pm to TBA 

July 31st  Mexico August 3rd  Mexico 

August 7th  No Youth Group August 10th  Movie Night 

August 14th  Monterey Bay Aquarium  

Mexico Mission Trip 

July 30th–August 6th  
 

The Mexico Mission Trip is a wonderful service opportunity for the youth of Immanuel. 

The youth will spend a week in Tijuana building homes for families in need. They also spend 

the week running a Vacation Bible School for the young children in the community. The week is 

filled with devotions, testimonials, and working with the families at the home site. This is an 

excellent opportunity to be introduced to another culture, one with needs that are often 

greater than our own, and is, therefore, very eye-opening for the youth. It leaves a major  

impact on their lives and hearts as they come home. The Mexico Mission Trip begins on 

Saturday, July 30. Please keep us in your prayers and thoughts as we work and travel, and 

support this mission outreach of Immanuel Lutheran Church generously. 

 

Vacation Bible School 2016 was a great success!  
We’d like to thank all those who participated in 

this year’s VBS. We had over 50 campers this year, 

ages 3 through 12 years, and were led by over 15 

youth volunteers. The youth did a fantastic job of 

creating a wonderful atmosphere with awesome 

decorations, and handled everything with great 

professionalism. Special thanks to Danny Dye and 

the youth volunteers! Everyone really worked together as a community to provide a 

wonderful and spirit-filled week for all the kids and their families.  
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                                                                                Summer Kidz Adventure Club Summer Kidz Adventure Club Summer Kidz Adventure Club Summer Kidz Adventure Club     
 

                                          Children will meet together on Sundays from 9:20 to 10:00. 
 

                                    Join us in creating a wonderful Kids Adventure Club this summer.  
                                  It is all about sharing your talents and hobbies—whatever they are!! Call 
                              or email Judy Schini (408-246-5558 or jschini1@gmail.com) to volunteer 
                            today!  Be sure to look for the sign-up chart in the fellowship hall or  
                      office to sign up.  Come be a part of the kids Spirit-Filled Adventure this summer. 

Summer Sunday Schedule 

Aug. 7:  Picnic Craft– Dawn Dooley Aug. 28: Christmas Craft—Dawn Dooley 

Aug. 14: Stained Glass Butterflies—Patty and  
     Cammi Johnson 

Sept. 4: Prayer Boxes—Carla Schick 

Aug. 21: OPEN Sept 11: Sunday School Kick-off / Kids Carnival 

Sunday, August 28 
One Combined  
Service at 10am  

 
Youth Mission Sunday and  

Church Picnic 
 
Our 4th annual church picnic 

begins at 11:30 a.m., so plan 

to attend and bring your  

favorite side dish, salad, or  

dessert. The Fellowship  

Committee will provide  

hamburgers and hotdogs with 

all the trimmings, as well as 

coffee, tea, and lemonade. 

We’ll take a free will offering to offset the expenses. To help us in planning, please 

sign up in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings during coffee hour. Come enjoy 

a relaxing time with our Immanuel family on Sunday, August 28th. 
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AugustAugustAugust   

Anniversaries  
 
Debbie & Scott Swail Aug. 6 

Roy & Andrea Scheuerlein Aug. 15 

Wayne & Mary Seppeler Aug. 15 

Pilar & Thomas Poppitz Aug. 17 

Diane & Burt Demo Aug. 22 

Dianne & Jim Ball Aug. 31 

 
Birthdays   

 
Bob Simmen Aug. 1 

Julie Barton Aug. 8 

Penny Robertson Aug. 8 

Chris Walz Aug. 8 

Gillian Swail Aug. 13 

Jim Ball Aug. 14 

Tom Brosz Aug. 14 

Lucas Peters Aug. 15 

Jeanne Petersen  Aug. 17 

Margo Lee Aug. 21 

Daniela Roark Aug. 21 

Arvey Steinbergs Aug. 24 

Julie Boardman Aug. 25 

Judith Brosz Aug. 26 

Julius Baur Aug. 28 

David Lee Aug  29 

Karalena Davis  Aug. 31 
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Los Altos, CA  94024 
 
Return Service Requested 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church  
1715 Grant Road  
Los Altos, CA  94024  
Phone: 650.967.4906 
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We  be l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  no  p e r s on  o r  c r e a t e d  t h i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  a c t i v e  l o v e  
a nd  g r a ce  o f  God  s hown  t o  u s  so  c l e a r l y  i n  J e su s  Ch r i s t .  


